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To the Reader. 

E have been a diſtratted I ation theſe Years 
and ſome are of opinion, ye —_ Jr. / ary 
the Pulpits have in no ſmall meaſure contributed 
ro the improving its Mufopriunes. I bere meddle 
ot with the Truth of - —_ 3 whilſt & this Time of 
Liberty, every one may be Tadgment they pleaſe ; But 
being Ra ſenſible , that bis « Aſajeſty does at this Time 
earneſtly deſire the Peace and Welfare of the Nation, I think. 
it ought to be the Concern of every good Subjeit, to endeavaur, 


 &#s much a4 in them lies, to remove all Obſtacles that may any 


ways poſſibly binder the effetting (6 a Work, And becauſe 
_—— j has —_— People, the P wee 
have the ſtrongeſt Influence ;, "ts of ſome Concern, that all A- 
buſes ſhould be ſecluded from thoſe Chairs, by the Moderati- 
on of a Chriſtian, a Loyal, and a Wiſe Spirit. What I ſpeak, 
here us of all Pulpirs, whether of Conformiſts or Diſſenters, 
of what ſort ſoever, whether Proteſtant or Papiſt ; and not 


\ at all concerning my ſelf, with their ſeveral Interpretations of 


the Goſpel, and differing Sentiments in Myſteries of Faith, [ 
only d2ſire, that however they diſagree ir theſe, they may be yet 
perfeftly nnited in the Spirit of Loyalty and Love, and in 
deſiring the Peace of the Nation, And to this end I know of 
210 better Rule to be obſer d, than that of the Congregational 
Perſwaſion, in their Addreſs. to hs Majeftly from Great 
Yarmouth : We faithfully promiſe your Majeſty, that we 
will neither Preach nor Teach, nor ſuffer any thing to 
be ſo Preach'd or Taught amongſt us, which may any 
ways tend to alienate the Hearts of your People from 


" your. Majeſties Perſon and Government ; but ſhall endea- 


vour to contribute the uttermoſt Aſſiſtance thereunto we 

are capable of, in our ſeveral Stations. This 1s a Pro- 

miſe and a Rule of Peace, and I wiſh twere. writ over every 

Pulpit of the Kingdom, that it might there ſtand ata Telt for 

Preachers ; That no:hing might be difpens'd from thoſe Pla- 
ns CC 
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To the Reader. 

E have been a diftratted N ation theſt many Years, 
and ſome are of opinion, ”- _— other Confer 
the Pulpits have in no ſmall meaſure contributed 
ro the improving its MMufortunes, I bere meddle 

wot with the Truth of _ ON ; whilſt Fo this Time of 
Liberty, every one may ve Fadgment they pleaſe ; But 
being ; nr” feos , that bis « Majeſty does at this Time 
earneſtly deſire the Peace and Welfare of the Nation, 1 think 
it ought to be the Concern of every good Subjeft, to endeavanr, 


 &# much as in them lies, to remove all Obſtacles that may any 


ways poſſibly binder the effetting [6 a Work, And becauſe 
_— — many Engines, has _ People, the P ek 
have the ſtrongeſt Influence ;, *tis of ſome Concern, that atl_A- 
buſes ſhould be ſecluded from thoſe Chairs, by the Moderati- 
on of a Chriſtian, a Loyal, and a Wiſe Spirit. What I ſpeak, 
here ts of all Pulpits, whether of Conformiſts or Diſſenters, 
of what ſort ſoever, whether Proteſtant or Papiſt ; and not 


' at all concerning Y, ſelf, with their ſeveral Interpretations of 


the Goſpel, and differing Sentiments in Myſteries of Faith, I 
only d2fire, that however they diſagree i theſe, they may be yet 
perfeftly united in the Spirit of Loyalty and Love, ds 
deſiring the Peace of the Nation, And to this end I know of 


210 better Rule to be obſerva, than that of the Congregational ' 


Perſwaſion, in their Addreſs. to hs Majefty from Great 
Yarmouth : We faithfully promiſe your Majeſty, that we 
will neither Preach nor Teach, nor ſuffer any thing to 
be ſo Preach'd or Taught amongſt us, which may any 
ways tend to alienate the Hearts of your People from 


" your Majeſties Perſon and Government ; but ſhall endea- 
vour to contribute the uttermoſt Aſſiſtance thereunto we 


are capable of, in our ſeveral Stations. Thi is a Pro- 

miſe and a Rule of Peace, and I wiſh twere. writ over every 

Pulpit of the Kingdom, that it might there ſtand az4a Teſt for 

Preachers ; That no:hing might be difpens'd from thoſe Pla- 
; "EY A 2 . 


my have 6 « _—_ r0 Pulpits; but char nheſt-bay , 
| Al. 


- eo the Pee of Nation, to the ; 
and eſtabliſhing @ general Satiefattion- in the Hearts 


d be 4 Traitor. To'the [end 


 Subjefts, ro the uniting 'them-in one Knot" of 1 
Lave ;'1 wnooS—| not be: aniſe to lay down 94 
Cantions, which m e ſome. apts 1 #n order to the ar- 
riving "at this End. *Twould be a bold Preſt: 

, to undertake to Teach the he Teachers 3 but if it be fo con- 


pn as to let the Teachers teach ae ng » it-may noe be ſo 


; mag ro Cenſure, eſpecially whey Deſign is fo General 


T1 am ſen- * 


Villains, or Proftitute Wrezches, | [ 
one Party, blackning it with] nfamous Cr 
with'the fouleſt of 


all other Perſuaſions; in this "ſhox 

theſe Accuſations do riot. preſently get-up ib | 

and that their Teachertbe' wtious,: not tc catch at every 
re ea th "by an / gformer - 


Sermon Fuly 


17. 16$1. 
at the Aſſize 
at Huniing. 
pag. 5- by 


Ys. a. 


Good Advice to the Pulpits, 


Oath of a Miſcreant is made the Religion of the People 3 
and they are taught to hate thoſe for Conſcience ſake , 
Who by the Law of, God they are commanded to 
love ! . 

This Caution all Preachers ought to carry along with 
them, that ſo they be not Inſtrumental in diſturbing the 
Peace of this Nation, which 'tis their Duty, both as they 
are Chriſtians and Subjects, to preſerve. And this I ſay, 
tho? the Parties accusd happen to be ſuch whoſe Principles 
they diſlike, and to-whoſe Intereſt they are highly giſaffe- 
Cted. The Matter is of Concern, and therefore *twill not 
be improper to elucidate it by Example; and becauſe the 
Averhon againſt thoſe call'd Papiſts is moſt general, I'll let 
them be the Inſtance. Suppole therefore that they were 
accuſed by Men of Infamous Lives, of the worſt of Crimes, 
of Deſigning againſt the Life of their Sovereign, againſt 
the Religion Eſtabliſh'd, againſt the Liberty and Property 
of their Fellow-SubjeCfts, and theſe Accuſations ſhou'd he 

reſs'd againſt them with the moſt Sacred Proteſtations and 

epeated Oaths of the Accuſers : yet would it not be conve- 
nient for the Teachers of any other Perſuaſion, to proclaim 
theſe Men Guilty from the Pulpit, and incenſe their Con- 
gregation againſt the ſuppo.*d Criminals, however advan- 
tagious their Downfal might be to the Intereſt of their 
Party. Andtherefore *twould be very Rafh and Unchri- 


7 SE IN 


ſtian in this-Caſe, if any 24inifter ſhould ger up into his ' 


Pulpit, and from thence declaim againft the People at a 
Country Aſſizes, and declare them Guilty of all the Crimes 
of which they ſtand accus'd. Suppoſe after this manner. 


Oflate they have given us the Compendium and 
Abſtract of all their Villanies, in that Horrid and 
Execrable Plot, which is yet on foot, and which in 
deſpite of all Diſcoveries and Oppoſition that can 
de made, they have the Face and Inſolence fill to 
puſh forward and manage with the utmoſt of a 
reſtleſs and implacable Vigor and Malice. A De- 


ga ſo horrid and ghaſtly in its AſpeR, ſo contrary 
| | to 


| Good Advice to the Pulpit. 


toall true Sentiments of Piety, Humanity and Alle- 
giance, that I do not wonder, that they ule all their 
Arts, either to ſtifle its Diſc&very, or to diyert the 


_ Odium of it from themſelves upon others. 


Or thus. Of all thoſe former Praftices, there is oven 
att, $. 25s 


| noone can paralle] that Execrable and Helliſh Plot, 5:75 2 


which was now ſet on foot againſt us, and is ſtill j679. onthe 
going on ; and if God have not mercy upon us, *4#49- 
doubts not of ſucceſs, to ſink the Proteſtant Religi- 


on, which we profeſs, ſo far as never to rife again. 


Or thus, Oar Enemies ſlept not, they were cOn- germ. before 
triving how to make us return back into Egy9r, or the commons, 
ſubmit, not our Necks only, but our Souls and Con- 759% 2 
ſciences, to that Tyrannical Yoke of the Roman S. varger. 
Slavery ; and thought the Deſign ſo well laid, that 77F-# 17- 
it was upon the point of being Executed. Then did 
it appear, that God was ſtill watching over us for 
Good ; and he that ſaw all theſe ſecret Contrivan- 
ces, ſo cloſely carry?d, and cemented with ſo many 
facred Ties, diſappointed all their Councils, and 
brought all their Deſigns to light, when we were 
leaſt aware of it; being, tho? ſenſible of a great 
Danger hanging over us, yet little apprehenſive 
that it was ſo near us, and was to break out in ſuch 
a manner. 


Or thus. Their loud Cry is not for Diana, but B- E. 5-or: 


the Lords in 


®* for the Silver Shrines ; not for the State of the ,;,,,,. 4. 


Church, but for the State and Pomp of the Church- avv. ;. 
men, to make the Pope ahd his Clergy abſolute 2575 #24: 
Lords of all Powers, and Pleaſures, and Profits of 
the World; as in the Diſcovery of the late Horrid 
Plot for the Subverſion of our Religion and Govern- 
ment, 


Thid. p. 39, 


40, $l. 


Sermon of 
Mr. Jane, 
April 11. 


1679. before 
the Conmons 


Þ+ 27, 50s. 


| ment; we find they defign*d for t 


- Plot and Conſpiracy, contriv*d by thoſe, who a& 


 Maſſacres, and the utmoſt Rage of Perſecution ; — 
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Good Advice to the Pulpit. © 
emfelyesthe thols - —  * 
beneficial Places both in Chucch/and'State,; - 


Or thus. Providence hath diſcover'd another - 


accorcing to their Principles. A dangerous Plot, 
deeply laid, ſecretly carry'd on, and that ſtumbles NY 
at nothing that lies 1n their way ; not at the Life of 4 
the Kiog himbelf tho? a Prince of ſo much Clemen. ; 
cy and Mercy, that he is inferior to none that ſways 6 
a Scepter, or fits upon a Throne. 


| 
F 
| 


And therefore I doubt not, but that you ( My 
Lords) and the reſt of the Great Council of the 
Nation, who have now the weighty Concerns both 
of Church and State before you, will conſider, that 
ad T riarios deventum eft, the Concerns of your Res 
1igion, your Sovereign, your Laws, your Lives are 
before you. Therefore, if you have any Love of | 
your Religion (as I know you have great Love for | 
it; }) —lIt you have any Love of that True, Re- = | 
form'd, Approv'd Religion ; any Abhorrence of the 
Groſleſt Superſtitions ; —If any Regard for the 4 
Life and Safety of his Majeſty ; If any Concern- | 


ment for the Peace and Welfare of the Nation ; If 
any Care of Self-preſervation, to eſcape horrid 


It highly concerns you to take into your ſpeedy and 
ſerious Conſideration, what Remedies are fit and : 
ſuitable ro be apply'd. « | 
Or thus. O that God would give us all Hearts to l 
conſider this, ——That ſo we may no longer expoſe 


- ourſelves and our Country, our Lives and Fortunes, 


and the beſt Religion in the World, to the Advan- : 
; tages | 
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tocatry on that Devik 
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Good Advice to the Pulplts, 


tagesof Blood-thirity and Deceitful Men, who have 
at this'day confſpir'd againlt us, to take away both 


_ our Place and Nation. —Bwt it ſeems that we are 


not yet quite caſt off, by that wonderful Diſcovery 


| which God hath made amongſt us of a Helliſh Plot, 


for the Aſſaſſinating of our King, and the Subverſi 
on of our Government and Religion. | 


Or thus, How viſibly and near did God in his in- 8. H. ov. 


finite Mercy, by way of warning, hold it (the Rod) 


forth to us in his late diſcovering that Helliſh Plot 


of our Blood-thirſting Enemies, the Popiſh Priefts, 
who had contriv*d to Murder, not only our Bodies, 
but our Souls alſo, by taking from us the Light of 
the Goſpel, which is the Life of our Sonls, -and to 
calt us into the Dungeon of Popiſh Darkneſs ? -..- 
Truly there needs no more than the Popiſh Prieſts, 
whom tho? you baniſh the whole Land, you may be 
{ure they will not fit idle Abroad, but Night and 
Day labor'to make affiſting Pattie$in 1tzly , Spaiz, 
and France. We find —— all contribnted Mony 
Work ; and doubtleſsthey 
will goon'to contribute both Mony and Men alſo, 
as occaſion ſhall ſerve; they wilinot eaftly ſit down 
and faffer themſelves to be 'bafted inthrs Deſign, 
they thought theinſetves {dT 


ref. 4 
Ormbus. The Inftances ares many, and i very Dr. Sharp, 
my rare Fong late hall Fg orthes (fo T0 
Ey Wereall: , the late, 1hallT lay, or - 1679 
ſeat |Popiſh Plot, for the gking #way the Life of $55.” 


his Sacred Majeſty, and Subverting the Procefane 
Religion, 'and''the EftdbWHHhY Government of this 
yg now bronpht to lifhe 3 This alone, tho? 
all rhe orher Inſtances ere worn ou of Memory, 
waukd fufficicntly ſhow us - ans ate to expe 
,t4 | ont 
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Fe” FEeD Good Advice to the Pulpits, 
from theſe Reman Principles, as to the Security ei- 
ther of our Princeyour Liberties, or our Religion. 

pr. Tillotſon, Or ths; Atthis very time, fiu.ce the diſcovery of 
Nov. 5. b:fore ſo barbarous a Deſign, and the higheſt Provocation 
_ = inthe World, by the treacherous Murder of one of 

7 32,25. his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, a very good 

B | Man, and a moſt excellent: Magiſtrate , who hal 

| | been aQtive in thediſcovery of this Plot ; Lay, after 

all this, and-notwithtanding the continu'd and in- 
ſupportable Inſolence of their Carriage and Beha- 
. Vior, even upon this Occalion, no I/7olence, nay not 
"ſo much as any Incivility, that I ever heard of, hath 
been offer'd to any of them---- And now what re- 
mains, but to. make our 'moſt.devout and thankful 
Acknowledgment to Almighty God--+for the won- 
derful diſcovery of the late horrid and barbarous 
Conſpiracy againſt our Prince, our Peace, and our 
Religion: {Gi hf ont Her 3 

Dr. Stillingfl. Or thas.. Even, this hath cnrag'd: our Adverſa- 

rj pn ries of the Roman Church, and made them the 

mons, p. 42, more reſtleſs to deſtroy it, (the Reformation,) and 

432 44+ to ſtick at no Means, which they thought might 
tend toits Ruin. O'Blefſed Jeſws-/. Thar ever:thy 
Holy Name. ſhould be aſſum'd_ by Traytors and 
Maurderers; or that the promoting; thy true Religi- 
on, ſhould be made the Colour for the moſt wicked 
Practices ! -----Be aſtoniſh'd, O-ye Heavens, and 
tremble, O Eanch, that haſt brought forth ſuch a 

 Genergtign of. Vipers, \whopare-continually making 
*- Away thraughthe Bowels:of their Mother, and, as 
we have reaſon to bekevez have deſign'dto-:deftroy 
the Father of theirCountry,If.theſe be the kindEm- 
braces of one that pretends tobe theMotherChurch; 
if this be the Paternal AﬀeQtiqn 'of the Holy _ 
$ - Þ | tner 


* +» 


_ Com mrs 554 -# 


c Good Advice to the Pulpris. 
Lher at Rowe ; if this indeed: bethe Zeal for'the Ca- 
holic Cauſe ; if this be the way to reconcile ts to 
their Communion : Have we not great reaſon to 
be fond of returning - into the Boſam -of ſuch a 
Church, which may fſtrangle-us as ſoon as it gets us 
within her Arms ? ---But _ areſome whoſeCon- 
cernment it ts, to make Men: believe: there-was no 
ſuch dangerous Plot intended. I-meddle not with 
that Evidence which lies before you 3 but there is 
one Notorious Circumſtance gbvious t6 all Perſons, 
and ſufficient to convince any, which is the horrid 
Murther actually committed on one off his' Maje- 
ſty*s Juſtices of the Peace; in cold-Blood, with great 
Contrivance and Deliberation. Do Men imbrue 
their Hands in Blood for nothing ? Why'no other 
Perſon ? Why at ſuch a Time? Why in ſuch a 
4a{anner ? There was a Reaſanfor all.this 3 He had 
taken the Examinations ; . He knew too much to be 
ſuffer'd to live; and they. hop*d by.-his Death 'to 
ſtifle the Evidence, and to atftrighten others from 
ſearching too far: and they manag'd' that. Matter . 
ſo, as tho they had no other End in taking away his 
Life, but to prevent a farther Diſcoyery. - And-they 
whom his Death doth not convince, : neither will 
_ be convinc'd, tho? he ſhould riſe agen from the 
cad. 


Or thus, That we heard it blaſter Abroad for ſo A.B.C. Nov 


many Years together ina formidableTempeſt, which | 


hath drench'd and drown'd fogreat apart oF Chris 5a we#n. 44. 
{tendom in Blood, and yet the Storm: hath hitherto y- 3» 9: 13» 


flown over us ; That the Clouds have'been gather- 
ing at Home too, and ſo long hung'black o're our 
Heads,and yet not pour'd themlelvesforth in Show-' 
ers: of Vengeance; That. Gebal, and Ammon; and- 


2 Amae 


26, 27+ 


Good Advice to the Pulpits. 
Amalck, and the reſt ;- That Hell and Rowe, and 
their Partizans, our Enemies 0 all hands, both Fo- 
reign and Domeſtic, have been ſo lang Confederate 
againſt us, ſaying, Come, and letus root them our, 
" that they be no morea People, that the Name of 
the Reform*d Church of Ex:/2vd may be no more 
in Remembrance ; That they. have ſo long look®d 
_ Grim and Soure, and Roar'd and Rampt upon 
us.——And now whea reſtleſs ang unquiet Men (the 
true Spawn of him, whoſe Tail drew thethird part 
of the Stars of Heaven, and caſt them to the Earth) 
would fgin by their Helliſh Plots and Contrivances 
bring vs down agenfrom thence, even down to the 
very Ground, and lay all our Honor in the Duſt : 
When by their ſecret Machinations they are at 
work on all hands to hurry us back into the old 
Corifufions; in hope, that out of that diſorder'd 
Maſs, they may at length rearup a new World of 
theirown ; {but what a World ? a World made 
up of a new Heaven of Superſtitions and Idolatries ; 
2 new Earth too of Anarchy firſt, and pretended 
Liberty,. but of Tyranny inſufferable ac next Re- 
move.) —— The Devils of Sedition and Fattion, of 
Treaſon and Rebellion, thoſe Familiars of Rowe, 
and Rhemes, and St. Owers, (the Jeſuits I mean, that 
have ſo long poſſeis'd and agitated a wretched part 
of this Nation) will never go out from hence, and 
kaveus at _ no got by Prayer and Faſting on- 
ly. Nay, the beſt Laws wekave, the beſt you can 
make, (if they be not fieddily and feverely Execu- 
ted) will prove tao ſlight a 'Conjuration for thoſe 
Rurdy Evil Spirits of Diſabedience. Therc is ano- 
ther. and a better Klegedum dempnuvs, than that of 
Wicronymas Meng is = his Fello w Exorcifts. mT 
ater 


Good Advice ta the Pulpiys. 


Water 1s a Trifle, and holy Words will not do it. 
There is no ſuch thing as Medicina per yerba, Words 
and Talk will never cure the Diftempers of a Na- 
tion. Deaf Adders refuſeall the Voice of the Char- 
mer, Charm he never fo wiſely. If in good earneſt 
we would be I id of this Legion,and lay as Our Lox 
to the deat and dumb Spirit, Go gut, and enter 19 
more ; ( what ſhall 1 ſay !) Solowar's Rod for the 
Back of Fools that grow troubleſom or dangerous, 
(as it may be prepar'd and manag'd) is a yery pow- 
erful and effectual Exorciſm. Untam'd Harſes, and 
Skittiſh Mules, that will haye no Underftanding, 
are not edifi'd with calm Reaſppings and Iafrug 
ens, and meek Remonſtrances, nor in any ather 
Method ſo well as by David's Expedient ; 1» Freno 
& Camo, their Mouths muſt be kept in with Bit and 
Bridle, that it may not be poſſible for them to fall . 
npon you, and ſo you may be ſecure of them, —— 
Viriliter agite. 

If any, I ay, upon theſe Grounds, ſhould after theſe, 
or other ſuch like manners, declaim from the Pulpir againſt 
theſe People, and aſſert them Guilty of all the Crimes, that 
by villanous Jnformzers are charged againſt them at the Bar, 
*7wauld be highly prejudicial tothe Peace of the Nation, 
much againſt Chariry and the Love we owe to our Neighbor, 
contrary to the Chriſtian Spirit of Actreſs recommended 
in the Goſpel, and conſequently a very ſevere Refleion 
vpou thoſe that ſhall proceed in this manner. Theſe and 
infinite other 1} Conſequences are the neceſſary Attendants 
of ſuch ings: For what Peace can there poſſibly 
beexpetted, when ir ſhall bein the power of Men of. Pra- 
ſtitute Conſciences to diſtradt the Nation, to fill it with 
Feers and Fealonfies, and ſo to influence the Pulpits, as to 
make them ſquare the Gofpe/, to the Support and Proof of 
their Calumpics ? What Charity can there be in thoſe, who 
ppon ſuch Mens Suggeſtions, can be poſitive in  - 

TREIT 


TO 
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their Neighbors Guilty of the blackeſt of Crimes? And 
what Meckreſs, whilſt upon ſuch Motives, they are ſo ca- 
fily £1'd with Gall and Bitterneſs, and change their Goſpel 
of Peace into ſuch exaſperating InveCtives? And whilſt 
theſe Chriſtian Endowments are wanting in Teachers, how 
low muſt their Credit and Reputation link with all fobcr 
Men, who know that where theſe Qualities are not, there 
can be nomore of a Preacher beſides the Name and a Nolte ? 

For my part,-1 think 'tis the Common Intereſt of all 
that call themſelves Chriſtians, to be careful in avoiding 
theſe Inconveniences; which do il] ſuit with- that Name ; 
and moſt eſpecially it ſeems to be the Concern of all Pul- 
pits, of what ſort ſoever, to ſee that the Spirit that moves 
there, ſhould be only that of the Goſpel, For if once*it 
be permitted, that in thoſe Sacred Places there be acceſs 


-Gor Intereſt, Aﬀeition, Prejudice or Paſſion, Kc. and that 


the Doftrins from thence enforc'd to the People, be not 
only according to the Diftates of the Holy Ghoſt, but 
likewiſe what is ſuggeſted from the 1zjormation and Nar- 
ratizes of ſuch vile Men; "twill bring all Preaching iato a 
Diſrepute, and give too plauſible an Occaſion to Atheiſ#s 
of ridiculing all Religion. 

Will it not be a Temptation likewiſe to Thinking Men, 
to have a leſs value for thoſe Chairs, when they find them 
ſubject to theſe [nfirmities ; When they ſee them Jye as 
open to Paſſion and Railing, and ſuch like weakneſlles, as 
other Places, which for that Reaſon are eſteemed Prophane ? 
Men are willing generally, where they truſt their Conſci- 
ences, to find ſomething above the ordinary Maſs, ſome 
more thanordinary Sanctity, a ſteddy Conduct, a Conqueſt 
over the common Frailties and Temptations of otherRanks, 
and ſuchother like Qualities, which may naturally work a 
Confidence in Men, and be as Arguments:-to convince them, 
that theSpirit that there moves 1s above Nature, and cap- 
able of direCting others in order to Vertue and 1ruth. But 
where they find not Men thus Qualified, when they expe- 
rience thoſe, who pretend to be Gmides, to fall in with the 
Mobile, to be expos'd to their Levities, ſo as to take Fire 
ateveryFlaſhz when they ſee them in{til Jealouſies, look 
| | Grim 
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Grim and Soure, Roar, Ramp, and Inſult over the Op-+ 
preſs'd ; 'twill only breed a Diſeſteem of them in the Ob- 
tervers,. and put them upon thinking, that howeyer they, 
may go to Church to Hear for Faſhion ſake yet: to rely 
upon ſuch Mens DireCtions will not be very ſafe, whilſt 
they ſee them zo to the Bar for their Do&rins, and fetch 
thejr Proofs more out of the Law than the Goſpel. | 

Beſides, if any ſhould hold forth in any of the Forms 
above, what a Scandal would it be to their Profeſſion ? 
How odious wonld it appear to Conſidering Men, to hear 
Preachers out of their Prlpits, inciting Fudges againit the 
Defendants at the Bar ; ſtirring up their Gall, and impit- 
tering their Spirits. ſo to prepare them to'a Hearing of 
the Cauſe ? And how much worſe would it ſtill be, to near 


them from thoſe Chairs of Peace, - pronouncing Sentence - 


againſt the ſuppos'd Criminals, and then calling for the 
Halter and Ax for Execution, and the Eſfuſion of Blood ? 
To hear all this at a Seſions-Houſe might be ſomething to- 
lerable; but to go to Church, Stoll the Text-out of 
the Goſpel, to hear ſo much of Severity, and of the 7- 
ſtruments of Death, makes it look more like a Slaughter- 
houſe, than the Houſe of God; and lays Grounds enoughto 
think, Thatſuch Harangues as theſe are only for the fil- 
ling the Judges and Law-givers with Fury and Vengeance; 
and that, 'tis fear'd Theſe would be roo Meekand Mereiful, 
unleſs ſome Clergy-Cruelty were inſtill'd jnto them out of 
the Pulpirs. And. then how convincing an Argument will 
this be, that *cis got only the Stare that" Perſecurtes, and is 
for Penal Zaws, but the. Church too ; whilſt the Srare being 
Heaters, and for receiving Direction theſe Churchmen are 


inciting them to- the ſpeedy and . ſevere Execution of the - 
. Laws ; conjuring them by 'the Love they have for the Ap» 


prov'd and Reform'd Religion, t0 takg into their peeay and ſe- 
rious Conſideration, what Remedies are fit and ſuttable in ſuch 
4 Caſe: Aſſuring them, that the Beſt Laws will not ſerve, 
if they be not ſpeedily and ſeverely Executed ? Will not this 
ſound Pexal. Laws and Blood all over ? ts 
But above all, 'tis not fit Preachers ſhguld'run out into 
theſe cruel Extravagances 3 becauſe if after the Preaching 


up 
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op ſuch Acr»ſations and Horrid Crimes taken up againlt 
Men at the Barr, it ſhould prove that the [formers were 
Villains, and the Xconfed appear Iridcent, what a Reflectt- 
on would this prove upon ſuch Tearhers, and upon their 
Religion 4 when it ſhall be manifeſt to the World, that 
they have Preach'd up ſo many noforious Lies in their 
Pulpits, have aflerted the Trath of them, have ſpread ſo | 
many unjuſt Calammes againſt their Neighbour , have ex- «1 
pourided Libells and Narrativesinſtead of Goſpel, and been | 
2 as poſitive in ſuch Do&rins of Perjur'd Knights of the Poſt, 
2 as if they had been deliver'd by the Evangadiſts ? And if 

C. | theſe Preachers happen to be Men of Honeſty and Conſci- 
ence, will it not, do- you think, be a diſturbance to their 
inward Peace, when they ſe the Men, they have ſo ſe- 
verely traduc'd from their Paſpir;, and blacko'd with the 
fouleſt Crirtes, to be Clear and [morent ; and that thoſe 
Villaties they ſo- poſitively laid to their Charge, prove 
only Cabomnmes and Malitious Forgeries ? What a damp 
mult this be upon their Souls, when they confider how 
Toſtrmmnenal they have bebn in wronging the Jrnocert, in 

ing Lres and Peryures, 'and promoting the Devil's N 

Cauſe 'inſtead of Gods? How will thoſe CharaQters they | 
have giveh of their Neighbor in their Sermons, took | 
Gaſtly and Tormenting , When they refleft upon them ; - 
when they conſider how they have protlaim'd them Guil- 
ty of an Excerable wind Horrid Plot ; Of Tafolence nnd Im- 
placable Matice ; of want of —_—_ oye Abch « Hel- ; 
tiſh Plot ; Of its being upon the Point of being Executed, for 4 
rhe Subverſion o rhe Religion hd Goveriment ; Of defiening | 
ro ves the moſt Beneficial Plates both in Church and 
' Srate 5 Of un thangtrons Plot gs /\ wy fr Life of the 
Kyzg, agxinſt the Peace and ave 'of the p = 
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of Treaſon and Rebellion, &c. How will theſe Characters, I 
ſay, look, when they diſcover,they have thus injur'd and abus'd 
their innocent Neighbor, in ſuch Choleric and Blood-drayw- 
ing Expreſſions, in ſo vike and unworthy a Manner ? 

And if they conſider again, that they have not only done this 
to the People, but likewiſe before the Fudges and the Greateſt 
Tribunal in the Nation ; May not they have ſome Scruples, 
and begin to queſtion, whether they have not been 1:ſtrumental 
and concurr?d to the Death of ſuch Perſons,as wrongfully ſuſfer'd 


- for theſe Forgeries ? not their Conſciences, if there be 


any Tenderneſs in the, begin to be troubleſome, aud ſug- 
geſt to them ſuch afflifting Thoughts as theſe? So many Mer 
were put to Death, condemr'd for thoſe Crimes, which we pronoun- 
ced = guilty of in the Pulpits : and who kuows how far the Ma- 
giſtrates and Judges were influenc'd by our Sermons ? and that 
they received Directions from our Preaching, as well as from the 
Evidences, which they could not but have fome reaſon to ſuſpett of 
Malice and Subornation ? It may be likely our Seconding the 
Witneſſes, ard Pleading their Cauſe, by urging the Circum- 
ſtances, the Time , the Place, the Perſon, and then aſſerting 
that They whom this do's not convince, neither will they be 
convinc'd, tho? one ſtould riſe from the Dead 3 7r may be likely 
that this might work more the Auditory, than all the Aﬀida- 
vits at the Bar. Aud if the Judges did not pronounce Sentence, nor 
Jury bring them in Guilty , meerly upon the Authority of our 
Atteſtations ; yet 't#s very probable, that by-our bitter Exagge- 
rations and ſevere RefleCtions , we did heighten their Averſion, 
and incline them to Believe all that was urged againſ# the Priſon- 
ers and by this means, tho' not as Inſtruments, yer by way of Diſ- 
poſers, did concur to the Condemnation of the Pr aud the 
Effuſion of Innocent Blood. May not the Conſciences, I ſay, 
of ſuch as have raſhly inveigh'd againſt /-mocent Men, ſug- 
geſt to them ſuch afflicting Thoughts, and diſquiet their 
Minds, for fear the many Wrongs, Abuſes, Afﬀronts, Baniſh- 
ments, Pillories, Impriſouments, Charms, Racks, Starvings, Gib- 
bets, and Blood of thoſe that ſuffer'd upon the ſcore of thoſe 
ſuppos'd Crimes, ſhould in ſome part lie at their door , and 
be requir'd at their hands, who in their Sermons did fo far 
contribute to the Repatation of the W — , to the incen- 
ſin 


Coed Advice to the Puljits. 
ſing the People, the Furies and Fadges ? 'Tis very poſſible 
ſuch may be the EffeCts of: their more ſedate and ſerious 
Thoughts ; ard that as they expe& Mercy from God, 'tis 
their Obligation to make Reſtitution of all the Wrongs they 
have done their 12ocent Neighbor, and publicly declare them 
Guilrleſs,whom to their Congregations they have ſo often pro- 
claim'd for Criminals, 

,  Thefe and many other may be the Conſequences and Miſ- 
chiefs of ſuch kind of Preaching, and therefore it is evident- 
ly much better for the Peace chaiVarion » for the Good 
of our Nezghbor, for the Credit of the Clergy, to forbear all 
ſuch kind of RefleQtions and InveCtives in their Sermons : If 
they leave Srare- Affairs to the Stare or Civil Magiſtrate, and 
make the Encloſure of their Province in the Goſpel, 'twould 
be much more agreeable to the Order of things, and for the 
Peace of Chriſtendom, and this is my firſt Caution and De- 
ſire that it beſo. | 


Q— 


Second Cantion. 


PHAT, if Preachers do at any time think fit to lay open * 


the Crimes of any People to their Auditory, they be 
careful not to urge their Accuſctions farther, than they are 
—_— and know them to be True. And therefore for In- 

NCce z 

7. If there be found an ungrounded and il] told Tale of the 
Papifts contriving the Death of Charles I. Of 4 Feſuit flouriſh- 
ing his Sword when the fatal Stroke was given &c. *Tisnot con- 
venient nor Chriſtian, that this ſhould be preſently made a 
Pulpit Truth, nor infinuated into the People for a Matter be- 
yond queſtion, to the defaming of fo many thouſands. And 
therefore methinks, *tis oy ew grunge , that upon ſuch 
Grounds as theſe, any one ſhould thus hold forth to the 
People, v3z. | 


Before 
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Before God and the World, I confeſs my ſelf abun- Pelling before 
dantly fatisfid, that Popiſh Jeſuits were in that Hor- 3,904 
rid Plot, (the'Kjng's Murder) to execute which ſome 1683. p. 35. 
Proteſtant Jeſuits were the Inſtruments and Hands.--+- 
That Roman Prieſt and Confeſlor is known (laith,my 
Author) who, whea he ſaw the fatal Stroke given to 
our Holy King, flouriſh'd with his Sword, ang {aid, 
Now the Greateſt Enemy that me have in the World s 
gone. And when the News of that Horrible Execution 
came to Roay, ſome Jeſuited Perſons there told a Pro- 
teſtant Gentleman (of good Credit) That wow they 
were reveng d upon the King of England, for wot Re- 
eſtabliſhing the Catholic Religion. | 

Or thus. It wilt be no improper thing. to ſhew you pucn, 52/ure 
how juſtly the Church of Rozwe is accus'd of this (the Z. Hoyer, Fx, 
King's Murder) and how unjuftly it is caſt on«thoſe'of 37 19% 
the Reform'd Religion,——W hat hand they had im 
this Execrable Crime,. and how far they diſguis'd 
themſelves into all the Forms and Diviſions about 
Religion, that were among us, I ſhall not poſitively 
allert, it has been done with very: much affurance, by 
Perſons of great Worth and Credit ; and there are 
many Probabilities to induce us to believe it. | 


Or thus. From the fame Place ( Rome) our late B, Smith. ar 
Dreadful Confuſions were highly fomented :. and: 2" 4/6: 
that Sacred and Royal Blood, which ſo much ſully'd = 5. 
the Honor of our Religion, and ſtill cries ſo loud for 
Vengeance, was not ſhed without their Concurrence 
and Aſſiſtance ; the Miſchievous and Bufie Jeſuit be- 
ing ſo Wicked, as to promote the Deſign, and fo Im- 
pudeat, as to boaſt of it when it was done. 


2. If there be a Story amongſt the People, that ſuch a ſort 
of Men help'd to fire the City ; 'tis not Prudent for any, un- 
leſs upon certain Grounds, to deliver this from the Plpir, and 

C2 ; thence 
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thence endeavor to convince the Congregation of the Truth of 


It ; As thus. 


There might be evil Inſtruments in this Judgment 
(of the Fire of London) and it ſeems, we are fatisfi'd, 
who they were. The Year 1666, had been lon 
preſag'd tobe a Fatal Year, and been often aſſign” 
for the Downfall of Rome, by ſome, that had been too 
buſie with Apocalyptic Viſions. There could never 


' therefore be a fitter Time for them to conſute theſe 


bold Prediftions, nor any Confutation, that in. all 
probability would more aftte& the World, and advan- 
tage their Cauſe, than to cauſe Loxdosto fall, juſt then 
when it _— Rome ſhould ; and it hath been faid, 
how they have glory*d and triumph'd in this thing. 
For that ſuppoſing them their Craft-maſters (and we 
have too many Reaſons to think them to be fo) it could 
not be well thought, that ſuch an Opportunity would be 
let ſlip, or ſome ſuch Counſel nor pitch'd upon. — 


Such things as theſe are now become their laſt Refuge, 


it ſeems; and the Arguments in which (I am perſua- 
ded) they expe& moſt Succeſs : they find how mi- 
ſerably fruitleſs all rational Attempts againſt us are, 


- and how they ſtill recoil againſt themſelves ; and they 


deſpair of ever convincing us like Men, and there- 
fore are reſolv'd to beat out our Brains ( if they can) 
like Beafts. _ | 


3. If there be a Popular Rumor, That Feſ#its in Diſguiſe 
infinuate themſelves among Diſſenters, and from their Pulpsts 
Preach to them Schiſm and Sedition ; it do's not look Ration- 
al, that this Relation ſhould be made a Sermmon-Diſcourſe , 
preach'd up asa Trth, unleſs upon ſurer Grounds than a Ke- 
port, or the Aſſurance, that ſuch a one knows the Perſon that 
ſaw. the Man beyond Sea that did it. And therefore how VUn- 
plpit-like would ſuch a Diſcourſe as this look in a Sermon ? 


It 
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It is their Buſineſs and Endeavor to keep us at odds, J. Okes, 4e- 
the better to carry on their own Deſigns ;. and there- ay: — 
fore they have their Emiſſaries up and down to Preach uy 12.168:. 
Schiſm and Sedition into Peoples Ears. By ſuch Arts f+ 19» 20. 
as theſe they inſinuate themſelves among the poor de- 


luded People of our Separate Congregations, and joyn- 
ing with them in their Clamors againſt theChurch of 
England, crying it down for Superſtitious and Popiſh- 
ly affefted, they paſs there for Gifted Brethren, and 
real Popery is carry*d on by ſuch Diſguiſes. 


Preachers, I think, ought to be very Cautious, how they 
carry up ſuch kind of Szorres as theſe into the Pulpirs;; becauſe, 
tho” there may be Grounds enough to make them a Table or 
Coffee-houſe Diſcourſe ; yet ſcarce enough to qualifie them for 
a Sermon, or to make them a fit Attendance for a Text out of 
the Goſpel: I am for having nothing have admittance intothe 
Pulpit, beſides what 1s certainly and unqueſtionably True: 
That Place ought to be kept Sacred, and nothing have accefs 
there, that is Prophane, or in any likelihood may prove to be 
e Lye. 

Tis neceſſary this Caution be obſerv'd, that ſo all Preachers 
and-Sermons be maintain'd in their Juſt Authority and Reſpect. 
For nothing can more contribute to the leſſening their Re- 0 
putation with the People, than to hear Yulgar Rumors, IN 
grounded Stories, Peeviſh Fealouſies, held forth, and as paſſio- 
nately defended by them, as if they had been #-/pir'd Truths. 
What Reſpect can I poſſibly have for a Preacher, that makes 
no better choice of what he delivers? Is it likely he ſhould 
prevail upon my Underſtanding or Will, that ſuffers himſelf 
to be impos'd on? When I go-to/Church, I expe to hear 
the Word of God, and ſuch Solid Truths expounded to me; as 
may bea Comfort to my Soul, and dire& my Steps in the ways 
of Bliſs. But if with a light Sprinkle of this, I am put off 
with Fulſom Inveftives, and a Relation of ſuch Stories, as I 
am confident, the Preacher knows no more the Fruth of 
than my ſelf; 1 cannot but be'Scandalized, and begin to 
fear, that ſuch anone is.better conyerſant in the News of the 

| Town, 
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Town, than in the Sacred. Text or Fathers ; and me-thinks, 
it has ſo, much the Reliſhand Air of a Cofee-honſe, that 1 can- 
not but look about me, to ſee where we are. And now if 
People ſhould once ſeriouſly refleft on this, and conſider 
with what empty Storzes Preachers content themſelves, for the 
patching up their Sermons, it cannot chooſe bur raiſe a great 


' Prejudice in their Minds, and diſcourage them from relying 
much upon their Teachers, whilſt they ſee them either fo 


very Creduloxs, in thus taking up every Yulgar Rumor for a 
Truth; or very Inſincere, in delivering that to their Auditory, 


which they don't believe themſelves. Either of which is a 


very ill Quality to recommend a Miniſter to his Congrega- 
tion. 


Upon which Score I cannot but heartily deſire all Preachers, | 


of what ſort ſoever, to take this into a ſerious Conſideration, 
andto be very careful in the Choice of the Matter and Hiſto- 


Ty, Which they deliver to their People. I conjure them by 


their Sacred Funttion, by the Goſpelthey expound, by the Truth 
they pretend to that they would think of nothing but Trath, 
that they would preach up nothing but Truth, and conſe- 
quently that they would deliver nothing in their Sermons for a 
Truth, which may be a Lye for all as they know. This I 
preſs the more earneſtly, becauſe I am ſenſible how much 
Preachers may loſe themſelves for want of this Care. ' For be- 
ſides the Offence againſt God, and the Wrong they may do 
their Neighbor, "tis certain they ruin their own Reputation. 
*'Tis no {mall RefleCtion upon a Preacher, when it is with 
Truth ſaid of him, That inſtead of teaching the Goſpel in 
Meekneſs, he has preach'd up Lyes in a Paſſion. Every Man 
ought to: be true in his Way ; and if he that puts off Coun- 
rerfeit Wares in his Shop for true Ones, mult of Neceſlity paſs 
for a Cheat ; how circumſpect is it neceſſary every. Preacher 


ſhould be, whilſt to him his Pulpit is his Shop; and the Inju- 


ry, if done there, is the more conſiderable, by how much 
the Affairs of the Soul and Eternity, are above all the Con- 
cerns of this World ? 

And as theſe kind of Stories do not ſuit well with the 2ul- 
pit, ſo neither do they agree with a Dedicatory. Epi/tle,' eſpe- 


_ cially froma Faithful Paſtor addreſſing himſelf to his Pariſhio- 


ners, 
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ners : And therefore when Dr. Temſon, making Apology for 
his Expreſſions of more Warmth and lefs Strength , in a 
Conference held about Religion with a Jeſuit pretends that 
he has reaſon above moſt others, to give ſevere Language to 
that ſort of Men, becauſe his Father being; turn'd out of his 
Living by a Committee, and another taking his Place and Re- 
venue, without reſtoring any thing, who after a few Years, 
preaching up Purgatory, and bother Points, was. turned out 
again by the ſame Committee, and ſoon after (as it were) 
vaniſh'd away. When he makes this Apology, 1 ſay, for his 
peeviſh and ſevere Language to a Feſ#ir, he do's not ſeem to 


True atcount of 
4 Conference 


do the Office of a Gcod and Faithful Paſtor ;, for beſides the ter. A.P. and 


giving that il] Example tv his Flock, of entertaining a Grudge 
in his Mind near about Thirty Years, and giving now ill Lan- 
guage to a Srrarger, for a ſuppos'd Injury done his Father in 
the laſt Age, and ſo letting one E211 be the Excuſe for another : 
beſides his being mov'd with Indignation againſt a Perſon, who 
(as he tells the Story ) did not turn his Father out of his 
Living, but did only take Poſſeſſion of it, when his Father had 
been before outed by the Committee. Beſides, his conceiv- 
ing an Hatred againſt a whole Body of Men, for the ſake of one 
ſupposd Member thereof, and being fill'd with S»ſpicion and 


- JFealouſic againſt them af, upon his ſcore ; whichis a piece of 
Chriſtianity and Fuſtice fitly to be retaliated by the Feſuirs, if 


they ſhould be Jealous of every Parſon they. met, for fear he 
ſhould by Perjury Swear them to the Gallows, becauſe one of 
that Coat help'd Fiveof their Brethren, not out of their Liv- 
ings, but out of their Lives, moſt infamouſly and barbarouſly, 
not in the laſt Age, but only Seven. Years ago; beſides the 
ſpiteful Infinuation into his Pariſhioners, that the Father he 
Diſcourſed with, was a Hypocrit and a Diſſembler, ſomething 
of the like nature with his own Father's old Friend, and by 
this vile and undeſerv'd Chasacter, raiſing a Prejudice in the 
Minds of his Readers, that being thus prepoſleſs'd, they might 
the eaſier give the DoCtor the Victory over his Antagoniſt, 
whom they had found knock'd down in the very firſt Leaf with 

a Calumny. | 
Beſides all-this, I ſay, is it not a very unchatitable Preſum- 
ption inthe Door, thus by Inſtnuation to make a es” 
| 


Dr. T. 
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that Gubbard, who ſucceeded his Father, and Preaching up 
Purgatory prov'd an Hypocritand Diſſembler * Do's the Doctor 
know he was a Feſuir, that he ſo confidently, not now in the 
Heat of Diſpute, bur in the cooler management of his Pen, 
expoſes all the Body of the Feſ#3rs, as infamous, to his Pari- 
ſhioners, upon his ſcore? Is he certain he was a Feſ#ir,that now 
he ſerves up this Story to confirm his Flock, that the Feſuirs in 
Diſguiſe, become Teachers to the Diſſenters? If the Doftor 
knows it to be a [Fruth, 'tis more than he has yet made ap- 
pear ; for all asI ſee in the Story, as he has told it, *tis as 
likely he was a Church of England Diſſembler, as a Jeſuit. Don't 
every body know, there's many a Church of England Divine has 
had Popery enough in them, to be mark'd for Feſuits. and to 
be cenſured and turned out for ſuch, by the Men that made up 
the Committee in thoſe Days? What if Mr. Thorndike had 
preach'd to ſich a Congregation his DoCtrin of Praying for 
the Dead, and requeſted of them ( as hedid in his Will) that 
they would Pray for his Soul, when departed ? Don't the Do- 
tor think, that he had ſaid enough of Purgatory to have been 
cafhier'd by theCommirree, and outed for a Paps/t ? If M. Mon- 

eague had delivered there his Opinion of the uſe of Images, of 
the Croſs, of Traditions, ofadmitting the Pope for Arbitrator 
in Controverkie, &c. would not they as certainly have caſt him 
by for a Papiſf, asthey did Gubbard? Sothat, I believe, if the 
Doctor will ſeriouſly conſider upon the Point, he*ll find, That 
many Church of England-men have had Popery enough in them 
to have been turn'd out in thoſe Times for Feſ#its, and to have 
paſ'd for ſo many Gubbards. ThisI ſay as to his Popery;z and 
as to his pretending a Kindneſs to their Cauſe, *tis more likely 
again he was a Church of England Divine than a Jeſuit ; whilſt 
'tis well known, what the Church Divines did at that Time for 

Livings : of the Tenthouſand Beneficed Men, there being ma- 

ny Hundreds, that comply'd with the Times, whether really 

or pretendedly, let the Doftor Determine, If he can ſhew 

only Five Feſnirs that did as much, 'twill be more than ever 

was done yet ; and if he ſhould, 'twill be ſtill, I believe, a 
thouſand to one, that his Friend Gubbard was a Church of Eng- 
land Divine, rather than a Feſuir. And yet the DoCtor will 
haye himto be nothing but a Feſwr, he's ſtill angry at Y Fe- 
| ws : 
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ſaits, for his ſake, and he tells his Pariſhioners the occaſion of 
it, That this wrought upon him when he was young, and he 
cannot yet wear it off ; but I hope there are ſome: amongſt 
them that will have ſo much compaſſion on him, as to be ſorry, - 
that. in all this time the Door has not worn out the Impreſ- 
ſions of his Childhood : for my part, I am ſorry to find ſuch a 
malicious Story ſet forth by a Paſtor to his Pariſhioners, and 
that he has ſo little Conſideration and Charity, as to expoſe 
the Reputationof ſo great a Body, under the black colours of 
Diſſimulation and Hypocriſie upon ſuch a bare Preſumption. 
Would the Doctor like well to be thus ſcrv'dz and that He 
and his Brethren ſhould be thus trampled upon, upon ſuch 
ſlight Imaginations ? Theſe Methods, I know, ſerve well 
enough, to keep faſt the People, and to make them averſe to 
the Jeſuits - But I hope thoſe whom the has endea- 
vor'd to make appear as Aypocrits,. will ſhew themſelves Men 
of better Conſciences, than to follow him in ſoill an Example. 
But let us now proceed to our Cautions. 


— 


Third Caution. 


* AT if any Preacher be 'zealous to prevent his Flock 
from going over to any other Communion, which he 
judges to be Erroneous 3 he would be careful not to uſe any 
Infincere or Unwarrantable Means, for the working this Ef- 
fe : That he would not be ſo paſlionately earneſt in the 
diſcouraging his People from ſuch a Change, as to forget 
both Honeſty, Faſtice, Truth and Charity, while he's warm in 
his Diſwaſives. And therefore if for the Setling his Congre- 
gation, and ridding them of all Uneaſineſs , S$cruples and 
Pangs of Conſcience, he. chooſes that Topic of making the 
other Party odiows ;, he ought to be very Cautious in his Char- 
ges, and not to lay blacker Colours on them, than in Trath 
and Juſtice belongs to them. *Tis a very difficult Task to 
make Characters of Adverſaries, for ſuch eſpecially, whoſe 
Intereſt it is they ſhould be contemn'd and thought Ridicq- 
lous. How eaſily do Paſſor , —_— Intereſt, Education 

here 


22 Good Agvige to the Pulpits.. 
here inſenſibly ſteal in ? And when theſe Influence the Pen- 
cil, there never wants any em Abe Defornity or Monſter, 
that's requiſiteto make the Bapbear out. "Tis adviſable there- 
fore here, that Preachers be watchfil that none of Theſe ſtand 
at the Elbow while they are Taying on the Colours : Thar 
they abftairi from all indirect and unjuſtifiable Methods, while 
they are expoſing their Neighbor : That they deſcribe not 

b] the Dottrins of a Church, from the Opinions of Privare Au- 

þ? thors, from the. Extravagances of Tome Profeſſors, from the 

| Looſe: Praftiſes 'of others': That they take not every thing 

by the Wrong Handle, ;, give. not out their own mwreſtgd 1- 
terpretations , Horrid Mifconſtruttions , for the Faith of the 
Church 3; and eſpecizlly that they give not two muchRope 
to "their /ferring' Faculty. This one thing of Drawing Con- 
ſequences, is enough 'to ruine the ſoundeſt Reputation in the 
World ;- an@hicre is not 'aftty Church, Religion, Profeſſion 
or Perſwaſion, of all that call themſelves Chriſtians, thar is 
ſo ſecurely fenced, 'but may be Toon made as deform'd as Tr- 
ciſm by this ſingle Artifice. All theſe ſmiſter Ways are there- 
fore to be avoided, eſpecially in Pulpits ; for no CharaQter 
can be"juft where thele are made ule of. I inſtance in the 
; Caſe of the Papiſts - If any Ge th, Mrorage his Auditory 
from looking that way, ſhould*calt in any of theſe Auxilia- 
ries to his Aſſiſtance, and thus deſcribe Therm or their Reli- 
£107, iz. ' | Fe 2” 


Sermon 08 Univ Their diflerent Orders of Religion amongft them, 

9. Epbeſ:4-3- are neither better nor worſe than fo matiy Sets and 
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March io. ſeveral Caſts of Religion ; only they have that advan- 

1675- f107- tage in managing their Diviſions which we have not, 
to pack up their Fanatics in Convents and Cloyſters, 
ang ſo bring them under ſome kind of Rule and Go- 
vernment. - gs wi ar th w ce 


Tho. Smith, -.- Or. thus. Tn the Roman Church.it ( the Sacrament ) 


Augn, 17.” Muſt now be no longer a Repreſentative, but a Real 
6797 07 Propitiatory Sacrifice for the Living ang for the Dead ;. 
ford: 1:19: and Chriſt's Natural Body muſt be. ropghe govo For. 
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Or thas, Popery. is the worſt Religion, or pretended M*. Jonr 


Hearts of alt others : Whom ſhe cannot * ? 
deceive, ſhe will deſtroy. Upon which account ſhe is 
the Common Enemy of Mankind, and of us in parti- 
cular, whom ſhe has threatned with Extirpation. — 
It would be endleſs to rip upthe abſurdity of Awricalar 
Confeſſion, where a Man unlades himſelf of Ull his Sins, 
by whiſpering them into Prieſt's Ears. —Qf Trex- 
ſubſtantiation, where Men muſt renounce all their Five 
Senſes at once.——The Dottrin of the Pope's Iafali- 
bility keeps a good decorum with the reſt. Far tho? he 
has by his Authority ſpread; thoſe falſe and abſurd 
DoQtrins over a great. part of the World ; and tho? 
they ſeem tobe unreaſonable, yet they ire really true, 
becauſe he that deliversthem is out of a poſſibility of 
Erring ; he alone cannot. Err, and all others, without 
ſome of his Aſſiſtance, cangot but Err. But it-is very 
bard to belieye, that ane ſingle Man in the World is 
more than a Man,and that all thereſt are lefs than Men; 

That if he place. himſelf in his Chait, hecarnot Err, 

ifhe would, and that others lie underas Fatal a Neceſ- 

ſity of Erring, if they. be left to themſelves without his 

Guidarice and Diredti Tis 0402 YI 68-31% | 
, Or thus. She profeſſedly, edifies the People in Ig-Pr: Standiſh, 

norance, by Praying and Propheſying in an uoknown Ponſa” 

Tongue ; She makes no orheruſe or account of Con- 4. p. 16. 

Ko 8, than what profeſſed Drunkards do of Vomit- 

ing. 
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here inſenſibly ſteal in ? And when theſe Influence the Pen- 
cil, there never wants any oe ed Defornity or Monſter, 
that's requiſite'to make the Bapbear out. "Tis advifable there-' 
fore here, that Preachers be watchfil that none of Theſe ſtand 
at the Elbow while they are Taying on the Colours : That 
they abftairi from all indirect and unjuſtifiable Methods, while 
they arc expoſing] their Neighbor : That they deſcribe not 
the Dottrins of a Church, from the Opinions of Privare Au- 
thors, from the. Extravagances of ſome Profeſſors, from the 
Looſe: Piaftiſes 'of others' : That they take not every thing 
by the Wrong Handle, ;, give. not out their own wreſtgd [> 
terpretations ,  Horrid Mifconſtruftions , for the Faith of the 
Church 3 and eſpecielly that they give not two muchRope 
to "their P»ferring Faculty. This 'one thing'of Drawing Con- 
ſequerices, is enough to Tuine the' ſoundeſt Reputation in the 
World ;- an@licre is not 'atiy Church, Religion, Profeſſion 
or Perſwaſion, of 'all that call themſelves Chriſtians, thar is 
ſo ſecurely fenc'd, 'but may 'be ſoon made as deform'd as Tr- 
ciſm by this ſingle Artifice. All theſe ſmiſter Ways are there- 
fore to be avoided, eſpecially in Pulpits ; for no Charatter 
can be juſt where thele are made uſe of. I inſtance in the 

; Caſe of the Papiſts - If any ore to. diſcourage his Auditory 
from looking that way, ſhould*talt in any of theſe Auxilia- 
ries to his Aſſiſtance, and thus deſcribe hem or their Reli- 
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Harb 16. * ſeveral Caſts of Reljgion ; only hey haye that advan- 

1675. þ. 107- tage in managing tligir Diviſions which we have not, 
to pack up their Fanatics in Convents and Cloyſters, 
ang ſo bring them under ſome kind of Rule and Go- 
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OO Or. thus. Tn the Roman Church. it (the Sacrament ) 


Augn?, 17. muſt now be no longer a Repreſentative, but a Real 
1679 « 0x- Propitiatory Sacrifice for the Living ang for the Dead 3 
779+ and Chriſt's Natural Body muſt be broyght Va: from 
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tedrn dp «choad Alar as one; cd che 
Really broken and oder'd up again to the Father, and 

tis B 00d aQtually ſpilt Aa thou | _ 
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by whiſpering them into Prieft's Ears. 

ſubſtantiation, where Men muſt renounce all their Five 

Senſes at once. ——The Do&rin. of the Pope's Iafals- 

bility keeps a good decorum with the reſt. For tho? he 

has by his Authority ſpread thoſe falſe and abſurd 

DoQrins over a great. part. of the World ; and tho” 

they ſeem to.be unreaſonable, yet they are really true, 

becauſe he that deliversthem is out of a poſſibility of 

Erring ; he alone cannot_ Err, and all others, without 

ſome of his Aſſiſtance, cangot but Err. But it-is very 

bard'to belieye, that ane ſingle Man in the World is 

more than a Man,and thatall thereſt are leſs than Men; 

That if he place himſelf in his Chait,' hecannot Err, 

ifhe would, and that others lie underas Fatal a Neceſ- 

ſity of Erring, if they. be left to themſelves without his 

Guidance and Dire 2s a0 13616 0 | 
Or this. She orofeſledly edifies the People in Ig- Þ7: 5fandih, 

norance, by Praying and Propheſying in an unknown x; Henſon” 

Tongue ; She makes no orher'uſe or account of Con-4/.p. 16. 
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 Tarner, a Or tha. Tt is ſtill moredeteſtable in the PraQtice of the 


Lincolns-lnn , 


Sept. 29. 


Church of Rome, that ſo long a Beadrol of Saints.ſhall 


1683. p. 23. be Invok'd by a Rabbleof Worſhippers1n a ſolemn Pro- 


ceſſion, as if neither they nor God could be prevai'd up- 


on without abundance of Importunity or Clamor,— 


It is much lefs lawful to pay our Devotions to any 
Saints departed, however Pious and Exemplary they 
may have been ; and much leſs to thoſe that have been 
Canoniz'd for Mony or for Treaſon, and owe their 
Saintſhip to their Friends on the one hand, and which 
is {ti]l more horrid and deteſtable, to their Crimes and 
Villanies on the other ; who are preferr*d to Heaven 
for diſturbMg the Earth ; and mounted into the bleſ- 
ſed Regions of Light, and Peace, and Love, as a Re- 
ward of Strife, Dilobedience, Hatred and Contention, 
and every evil Work. ——Neither is it ſufficient to ſay 
in this Caſe, that his (God's) Subſtance being inviſi- 
ble, and not tobe diſcern'd by Mortal Eyes, or Hu- 
man Senſes, there is therefore need of a ſenſible Memo- 
yaudums, altho? the Worſhip be terminated in Himſelf ; 


for at this rate all the Idolatry of the Heathen World 


may be excus'd ; for no Man is ſo ſenſleſs to believe 
their Worſhip was terminated in a Stick or Stone, at 
leaſt we ought not to believe it, without very good 
Proof; and if it could be prov*d,yet even this would be 
parallePd in theChurch of Rowe, where theyPray(p.26.) 
to the Crucifix of Wood or Stone, as well as to Chriſt 
himſelf, and attribute as much Satisfation and Expi- 
ation to it, as they do to the Blood of their Crucih'd 
Redeemer, as appears undemiably from the Romiiſh Mil: 


fals, which are extant at this day, and may at an 


time be produc'd againſt them.---- God do's not exped 
(p. 30.) that we ſhould make @ particular Confeſſion 
of our Sins to Men, the conſequence of which is only 


ta: 
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to make our ſelves uneaſie in the Company of thoſe to 
whom we have-Confels'd,to:run an apparent hazard of 
being undone in many Cafes, by Knaves for Intereſt ; 
or by Fools out of Levity, Inconſtancy, and a blabbing 
Humor; and indeed I know nothing it can be good 
for, but to let Men, that have nothing todo to pry into 
ſuch Matters, into the .Secretsof Families, and .to put 
our ſelves perfeCtly at the Mercy of a Prieſt, who will 
ſometimes be treacherous as well as other Men ; be- 
fides, that inſtead of keeping up a-wholſom Diſcipline, 
it is the way to corrupt it, and tends to thedebauching 
both Laity and Clergy, in as many ways as there are 
| Sins to be committed when the Confeſlor and the Pe- 
nitent begin todiſcover and underſtand one another. 

Or this. They have all along Conſecrated their w. Wray, 
deviliſh PraCtices by theſe glorious Names. The — Ne gs 
Churches latereſt is the Center of their Religion, and © ©? 
their Conſcjences turn upon the ſame Pin ; That every 
thing is Pious , Conſcientious and Meritorious, that 
makes for the Cauſe ; and there's no Sin with them 
like Ill-luck and Miſcarriage——The ſupernumerary 
Articles of the Trent Conventicle, have almoſt every 
one of them a Plot in them, either. to deſtroy others, 
or advance themſelves. But their Politic Creed, which 
ſerves to keep up the State and Grandeur of Holy 
Church , is moſt fataily pernicious, tending te the 
Subverſion of all Chriſtian Monarchs in the World:: 

The Articles whereof are ſuch.as theſe. ——That the 
King is the Pope's or the Peoples Creature ; for it is 
indifferent to their great Machiavils the Jeſuits, whoſe 
he is, ſo he do but belong to either ; Take him whole, 
ar divide him,or how you pleaſe,ſo that God, to whom 
alone he belangs.and is accountable, may have the leaſt 
ſhare in him. —If the People contend to have him all 
tO . 


4H 


"Good Advine to the Palyits. 
'to themielyes, 'the Jeſuit's 's fair Chapman; and Will 
rather give up the Spritug? Intereft of the 'Chair thin 
difpute it. That # 'the People 'd6 but Depoſe Hiin, 
ip. 17 } be it for Tyranny, be it for Heteſte, ray, be it 
or Popery, or Suſpicion of Popery, do but Depoſe 
him, and he is cofitented: - | 
Or thus. Whatever -Do&tin gives licerice- to' Sin, 
muft needs proceed frottt the' Devi ———Yet th the 
Church of Rome fuch DoArins as- theſe are ſolemnly 
conſtituted as Efſential Parts of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, and impos'd upon the Chriſtian World: with'the 
fame Authority as the moſt Fundamental Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith, - Os | | 
Or thus. Would we but m—_ our Scripture into 
Legends, our Serviceinto a Mals-Book, our Prayers 
into Beads, our Sacrargents into Shows, our' Priefts 


2-11-12 jnto Puppets; Would we Commrnicate tn otieKind, 


Read Prayers/in an unknowh Tongue, Adore the Pope 
litle leſs than we do God, Preach Purgatory inftead 
of Repentanee, ſell Maſſes for a Groat, beſtow Indul- 
gences and' Abſolutions to the worſt of Men. —Tho? 
inſtead'of Seripture-we ſetup rotten Tradition ; Tho? 
inſtead of Faith we Preack' up'Faftion ; Tho? inſtead 
of Obedience we' became guilty- of Treaſon ; Nay, 
ſhould! we: murther Princes; and'prove falſe arid de- 
ceitful to Mankind; yet Ewge'bowe ſerve, all would be 
well; and we'in'an/inftant thought worthy of a bet- 
terKingdomby'#he Pupiſty,——If they (Jeſuits) cannot 
peaceably compaſsthe ſame, they'are ta'do-it' by Fire 
and Sword; Halteror Poyſbn,- never minding the law- 
falnefs of the Means, provided the Thing be but done. 
— T'confeſs; I ſhould'admite' their Zeal; atidapplaud 
their Order; be fince- one of: thenr muſt go with 
Dapger' itt his' Han another with a Piſtol,” a _ 
| wit 
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with a Bowl of Poyſon, (moſtof them with one; Mifs- 


2%- 


chief or other) to, murder the King, and maſſacrethe. . 
People, tobregd Cantullans, and ughinge the Govertwe 
ment, to deſtroy Religion, and plant Idolatry ;. cans 


not but utterly quarrel and blame their Zeal ; and-yetr 
no Phariſee ever cpapaly'd S+4, and. Land like them: 
No Difficulties ſcare them, ne Improbabilities amaze 
them,no Dangers repel them : 7» Regrna jute; Let but 
the Pope (He or She) command them, ang away they 
g0 with as,much aldcrity and, readineſs as the Eval Spi- 
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rit to. perſuade <A4ab, that he may goupand-fall at 


Ramathegilead. | | 4 
Or thus, There 1s great. boaſt made of Alms-in the 


Romiſh Church, they ſaund the Trumpet. of them. per- 


Tho. Teniſon, 
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petually. in-our Ears. But what/is the Endto which: a.2-:15. 


toaQ Q 
Saint, who 15 Oat, 0f COR; Security .from- the 
External foxce.of Evil Spirits,by.the Charms and Spells. 
of Monkiſh Conjuration, a ſort:of Eccleſialtic Magic, 
which: thoſe very. Spirits. invent and encqurage. 
Nay, ſometimes the Scope js\that very wicked ane of 
Compounding wit ioaren/bythvieliness Alms, for: 
their, untorlal 

the, Iſland was enchanted; with Popgry) [there were 


great Part of this Charity tendeth ? — The Scope they 
FE 


granted. Indulgences.evenior what -they.call, Deadly 


Sins, for many, thouſagd Years to,come.. 


n.vainly aim at, is. the Bleſſing of;a preſumed - 


aken Sins,.. And here inthis- Nation (whilſt. 


- Guildhall 


Or thus Ae Jas being 9nggias{-dyciVne Ways: W. Orme, at 


0 it either by perſugging: and con= 
vincing the. People. with ſtrength of Reaſom-and, cArgus 
ment, ;. bu kecauſe theſe. hayeprez/4.ſo. eftes waing theres 


We inte 
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fore, af, Jate, Tearg w2, haze pitob'd upon $0.mew Methods 


and, Ref alutions, The, ones to, debaucth: anduitiate ghe 
df Nobility 


March 27. 


and \Papiſts delign'd:tatake forthe introdus 
geil ON ney Englana ? Gaye this Reply. — 1681. 2.32. 
” 1s frſtro 


Hickeringil 
ar Colchefter, 
July lo. 1681. 
Pogſcript , pag. 
39. 


Good Advice to the Pulpits. 


Nobility and Gentry, and to bring them off by degrees from 
all Senſe, and Care,- and Kindneſ? for Religion ; which i 
eaſily to be done, by repreſenting to them a Sinful, Pleaſu- 
rable Life, both Lawful and Safe. The other u« to divide 
the Commons iuto ſeveral Sets. Now how far the 
Papiſts have thriven in theſe Deſigns, I ſhall leave to 
the Judgment and Determination of every ſober and 
unprejudic'd Reader. | | 
Or thus. Fox maintenance whereof (their Prelatical- 
Pride and Rapacity) all their Pious Frauds and Cheats, 
all their Lying Miracles, Indulgences, Purgatories, 
Limbuſles, Croſſes, Images, —Fopperies, Plots, and 
Sham-plots are calculated, deſign'd and contriv*d. I 


- donot think that every ſilly Papi knows theſe things ; 


Ax David be*+ 
. fore he Ark, 


for they (poor Puppets) Dance, creep to the Croſs, 
Cringe, Bow, drop Beads, Crols themſelves, ſprinkle 
themſelves with Holy-water , mumble their Aves, 
and ſhew Tricks, as the Maſters of the Puppet-Play, 
with Wires (within the Curtain) aQtuate them, and 
make them Frisk ſo ridiculouſly, Curvet, and ſhew 
ſuch Gambols in Religion , eſpecially at Proceſſions 
( which I have ſeen in Portugal) that the ſobereſt 
Countenance cannot forbear a Smile, mixt with Pity. 
But there's nevera Jeſ#ir amongſt them, Pope nor 
Cardinal, but knows that I here write God's Truth, 
and cannot forbear Laughing m_F themſelves at 
theſe Frauds ; only they SanQtifie theſe Cheats with a 
mollifying Epithet, calling them Piow Frands. 

They hold /p. 33-) that the Pope is A/ter Dew in 
ferra, God upon Earth ; And others ſay, Chriſftus in 
Clo prefidet, Papa in terris reſidet ; Chriſt is Prince in 
Heaven, the Pope on Earth. Nay, their Hebrew Gloſs 
upon Dew. 17. 11. ſays, Si dixerint tibi quod Dextra 
fit ſiniſtra ;, talis Sententia tenenda eſt, If they (the 
Pope and his Emiſſaries) tell thee, that thy Right-hand 


- 


Wen mg, _ 
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is thy Left-hand, or thy Left-hand is thy Right-hand, 
yet you ought to believe them, and be of that opini- 
on. Another fays, Sit ergo Domins noſtra Roma Ba- 

' eulus in aqua frat, abſit tamen ut crederem, quod vi- 

 derim; Letour Miſtriſs Rome be a Stick that in the 
Water ſeems crooked, yet God forbid that I ſhould 
believe my own Eyes. No Man therefore 
(Ifay) can bea Papiſt, but he whoſe Eyes are blind. 
ed by Education, or he who puts his own Eyes out 
by Atheiſm. 

Or thus. This Council (of Trext ) expreſſeth it's Dr. Fowter 
allowance of PiQturing the Divinity it ſelf; and ac- _ _ 
cordingly PiCtures of the Bleſſed Trinity, (Oh hate- Z1,5%.. 
ful Sight!) are ordinarily to be beheld in Popiſh 4#p 7. 
Churches. — Nay they pray unto them (Images) not _ I4s 
only for Temporal or Ordinary Bleſſings, but for- Spi- guod / ai- 
ritual and Supernatural, ſuch as the pardon of their 9440 #i- 


M4 Hlorigs & Nav 3s 
S1ns. : rationes Sacra © 
. Seri - 
; primi 05 figurari comigerit, doceatur papulus, nom propterea Divinitatem urari, quaſ pools 
« foreis oculis conjpici , vel coloribus, aut figuris exprimi poſit. Concil, Trid. Sefſ. 25. 


What think you of their DoCtrin of Tranſubfan. 
ztiation ? This is: the moſt Om contradiCtious = 
Docrin, that, I will not ſay, the Wit, but the Mad- + 
neſs of Men can poſſibly invent ; *tis a moſt wonder- | j 
ful complication of moſt horrid ContradiQtions , and - 
ablolute Impoſlibilities.. But this is not the worſt of 
It; it is alſo the Foundation of ſo Groſs:and Foul Ido- 
'* latry,” as is ſcarcely to be nam'd among the Gentiles, 3 

or to be found parallel'd in Perwvis it ſelf, or the : 1g 
moſt Barbarous parts of I2d4/s——Here you ſee, that  Jþ 
the Breadand Wine are Worſhipped by them, not v3 
as Repreſentations of God, but as God himſelf, 11 

What ſay you'to their NG of Purgatory? —_ | 3 

tens 
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this DoQrin the poor People are brought into a moſt 
flaviſh State; by the means hereof gheir mercileſs 
Tyrants the Prieſts hale them into worſe than an Egy 
tian Bondage ; who inſtead of enjzoyning them the 
moſt Reaſonable Duties, ro which the Precepts of 
their Saviour oblige them, and which are moſt ad. 
mirably adapted to the cleanſing of their Natures, &c, 
impoſe upon them a great number of ridiculous Ser. 
vices of their own Invention. —— And as this Do&trin 
of theirs is groundlefs, 1o isit as wicked ; I being a 
moſt vile Afﬀront tothe Merits and Satisfattion of our 
Blefſed Saviour: For in order to the eſtabliſhing of 
this DoQrin they teach, that the Paſhon of Chriſt 
takes away only the Guilt of Mortal Sins, (p. 19.) not 
their Eternal Puniſhment ; which is as Nonlſenſfical, 
as Falſe and Impious. 

What ſay you to their welkknown Do&rin of the 
Non-neceſſity of Repentance before the imminenr 
- point of Death ? — What ſay you to the DoQtrin of 
Ops operatum ? which makes the meer Work done 
inall As of Devotion, ſufficient to Divine Accep- 
tance: particularly the bare Saying of Prayers, with: 
out either minding what they ſay, or. underſtanding 
it we, mag hereunto, the Romiſh Church en- 
joyns the laying of them in a Language unknown to 

the generality of her Children. 


' Dr. Hooper , Or thm.. He ( he Pope ) takes out of their Hands 


before the King, the Holy Scriptures, the greate(t Gift of the Holy 
No. 5. 1681. Ghoſt 3 «And inftead of it puts a Legend ; For the 
od Word of Lifeand Truth, prideniable fabulous Tradi- 
tions ; For Bread, a Stone; For Fiſh, 'a Serpent, — 

He takes from them the knowledge of the Prayers 

offer'd in their Name, 'and lets them notunderſRtand 

. thtir own Deſires. Soare the Apa” ol 

ys Ore. 
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fore God dumb and ſenſlefs , like one of their Tdols. 


All istobereferr'd to the Prieſt, the Pardon' of their 
Sins is to depend on his Difcretion.—— That Princes 
may not complain of ReſpeQ of Perſons, they Abſolve 


.-in ſome Caſes from the- Obedience of God himſelf; 


and avowedly allow what he as poſitively forbids : au- 
thorize Inceſtuous ConjunQtions, and licence Perjury, 


'.O monſtrum horrendam | Pals Pardons for all Sins com- 


mitted againſt the Divine Majeſty. They give 
Divine Honor to Bread ; which they call {p. 18.) a 
God: and to an Image ; whichto the Eye they might 
better Tranſubſtantiare; Andto cover their Idolatry, 


| they commit Sacrilege,; ſteal away one of the Ten 
Commandments , and by their Index Expurgatorius 


blot the two Tables themſelves. 
.Or thus. Tho? they (the Papiſts) have nothing of 
good Works at all ; nay, tho* they be guilty of very 


and receive Abſolution (which may be had at an eaſie 
rate) they are then declar*d as Innocent as the Child 
that is new born.----Nor is it neceſlary to this Abſolu- 
tion, that they ſhould be Contrite, or heartily Sorry ; 
for Attrition, with Auricular Confeſſion, ſhall paſs 
inſtead of Contrition : that is to effeR, -ifthey be but 
forry for the Penance, tho? they be not ſorry for their 
Sin ; or if all this ſhould fail, *tis bur being at the 
charge of an Indulgence or Pope's Pardan ; that is, 
to purchaſe ſo many peny-worthof other Mens Merits, 
—— which remain ftor'd upin the Church's Treaſi ury; 
to bediſpended at- the' Popes pleaſure, to thoſe who 
will give ſo much Mony for them. —Aand this is 
what they require, by way of Commutation, inſtead 
of br eneration, SanCtification, Holineſs and a God- 
y Lille, - | OY EIT Rn SN 


"Ir" 


Dr. Wallis 
LI : (LY 48 S. Maries 
great Immoralities, yet, if they Confeſs to a Prieſt, Oxon. before - 
the Univerſity , 
08. 9. 1681, 
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wh Calamy - Or zhwe. We muſt not uſeany unlawful or indire& 
3*s;or, at; Means.----Thisis the moſt pernicious 'and damnable 
29. 1682. Doctrin of Rome, tho' not always publicly own'd/, 
pgs yet greedily ſwallow'd among them, and prov'd ſub 
 ficiently from their unwearied practices ; That in or- 
'der to the propagation of their Faith or Church, any 
thing, every thing becomes lawful ; Killing and Mat- 
facring no Murder, Lying and Perjury no Sinor In- 
= ' : that ſo goodand great an End will SanQiifie all 
10NS, 

'B. E. before Or thms. For Auricular Confeſſion, their great Intel 
whe Lords, Jigencer and Lieger-Nuncio , the main Curb of the 
+. 5+ 1578. Laity, whereby the Clergy hold them in awe, in be- 
ing admitted toall: the Secrets of States and Families, 
thereby to work their purpoſes, their Plots and Pro» 
jets ; and ſhould that go down, then farewel Popery. 
; Theſe and many other DoQrins of the like na- 
ture, are Matters of meer Intereſt and Advantage ; 
and if there were no Gain to be reap'd from them, 
their chiefeſt Champions would be aſham*®d of them. 
To theſe we may add many other Inventions of that 
Church ; as Ignorance,, the Mother of their Devo. 
'tion, which they are bound to vow, and under the 
{evereſt penalties ; ſo that itis a Mortal Sin ſo much 
as to doubt of any part of their Religion. And this is 
their Children's play; to blind fold Men , that they 

may beat them. - 
Dr: Sharp: Or thus, ?Tis a Religion, whoſe avow'd principles; 
before Com- are to keepthe people in Ignorance. as much as they 
mow, 4-17: can ; for with them Ignorance is the Mother of Devo- 
"Lg PM tion.---It is a Religion, in which you are. ſo far from 
being permitted to try all things, and: hold to that 
whichis good, according to the Apoltle's Command, 
that you muſt wholly ſubmit your Reaſon and ys wr] 
_ and= 


—_— 
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ſtanding to the DiQtates of an Infallible Judge, even 
fo far (if one of their greateſt Authors ſay true) tobe 
bound to believe Vertue to be Bad, and Vice to be 
Good, if it ſhall pleaſe his Holineſs to ſay ſo.——Ic is 
a Religion that will bring you back tothe old Paga- 
niſh Idolatry, or to that which isas near it as can be. 
—— Nay, it is a Religion, that will engage you in a 
more unnatural Idolatry, than ever the Pagans were 
guilty of; &c.----All theſe things put together, may * 
perhaps rid you of a great many Uneaſlineſfes and 
Scruples, and Pangs of Conſcience, with which you- 
might (p. 32. otherwiſe be troubled, and which 
would not beſo eaſily cur'din the Way that you are 


now 10. 
Or thus. Would the DoQors go to School again ? Dr. guttec- 


A School where they ſhall be taught better Manners, 4 Wind, 
than to rely upon the all-ſufficient Merits of their rg 
Saviour; than to be ſubje&toany other Power than 
that of the. Pope. And in order thereunto, they 
muſt learn a new Leſſon, to. livea Single Life, {whe- 
ther they can doit honeſtly or no, it makes no matter) 
for fear left having Wives aud Children, they ſhould: 
ive the State Security oftheir Obedience to their un. 


doubted and lawful Sovereign. 


, If any Preachers (I ſay) in hopes todiſconrage their Flocks 
from looking towards Popery, ſhould makeuſe of theſe or ſuch. 
like Diſluafives, 'twould be a ſevere Refleftion upon their 
Reputation , upon their Charity, upon their Prudence , upon 
their Sincerity,, with moſt Soher and Thinking Men. For who. 
is.there, that would not diſcover theſe to be Inveitives and: 
Satyrs, inſtead of Sermons and- the delivery of. the. Word of 
God ? How much Heat and Paſſion do's appear in them at firſt 
fight? How do they ſeem drench'd in Cholex and Gall? And 
what ſatisfaCtion canit be toa Chriſtian Congregation, to ſee 
their Direfors thus hurry'd away into all the a; 


Poft Evang. 
dom. Is Adv. 
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of an exaſperated Mind , and laboring to blow- up their Flock 
t0 the ſame degree of Animofiry, and make them as Farious 
as themielves ? "Tis certain, Auger and Paſſion never look 


fo ill, as in a Palpit : and it ought to be the chiefeſt care 
of a Preacher, to ſhake off thoſe Weakneſles before he gets 


'vp into that Chazr, For if once Men come to take the Bj- 


ble in Hand, as others do the Sword, with a Mind Embit- 2M 
ter'd and gall'd, *tis no wonder if they ſtrike blindly ; no 
wonder it they do more than is warrantable, and if for the 
working their Ends, they at 1ſt ſteer by that Principle of 
Doi an Virtus, quis in hoſte requirit ? No queſtion 'twas the 
ill Effects of this kind of Zolading forth , Luther diſcover'd 


In his Days, when hecomplain'd, The World grows every day 


worſe, Men are now more Revengeful, Covetous and Licentiont, 
than they were ever in the Papacy, And upon the ſame ſcore, 
no queition, Eraſmus made this Challenge z Bring forth, ſays 
he, bxt One , whom this (Reform'd) Goſpel has made Sober, l 
Gentle, Meek, Aodeſt, and I will ſhew you many , that by it are 
made worſe than they were before, And a little after : 7raly it 
never happen'd-to me, to kyow any one Man, That was not the 
Worſe for this kind of Goſpelling. 
And indeed, what better Fruit can beexpected from ſuch 
kind of Preaching as this ? When the Guides go out of the 
Way, ten thouſand to one, but thoſe that are under their 
Conduct, will keep 'em Company inall Geir Extravagances. 
How is it poſlible, that the Congregation ſhould come out 
Meek, and Sober, when Thoſe that are inthe Pulpzt have been 
for a whole Hour beating an Alarm to them upon their Cuſhions, 
and ſounding to Battel ? How ſhould they be otherwiſe than 
Furious and Revengeful, when ſo much Venom has been'infus'd 
into them from thoſe High Places ? ?Tis natural for the Sheep 
to follow their Paſtors ; and I know of no Benefit poſlibly 
to be reap'd from ſuch Furious Inve#ives , but only ſach as ; 
the Lacedemonians intended to their Children, when they 
ſhew'd *em Drunken Mer, thinking there could be no more 
powerful Argument to, diſcourage them from being in Love 
with that Vice, than to let 'em ſee the Deformity and Beaſt- 
lineſs of it in thoſe who were overtaken by it. Such as this 
indeed may be expetted from theſe Pulpit-Satyrs ; for _ 
bo old 
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hold, how ill that Railing and Auffrg Humor looks in thoſe 
Places, is Caution enough to any reaſonable Man, to make 
him take care of preventing the like Diftempers in himſelf. 
And this moſt eſpecially if he conſiders the Manner and 
thods by which theſe work. 3 

For ſuch kind of Diffuaſives as Theſe, are npt only bare 
Difſuaſives, laying down ſolid Grounds and Reaſons, why 
their Flock ſhould not joyn with. ſuch a Communion ; But 
they are made up of Prophane Scurrility , Unmannerly Jeers, 
Spiteful Exaggerations, Groundleſs Interences , Unworthy 
Charges, Empty- Sophiſtry , and all thoſe Petty: Artifices, 
which Wit and Malice can poſlibly invent, to make an Ad- 
verſary odious. And what can be more odious than all this 
in a' Pulpit ? To ſee a Man aſcend intothat Seat of the Gof- 
pel, with a Goſpel-Gown, a Goſpel-Look, and the Goſpel 
in his Hand, and when he has taken his Text out of that 
Sacred Volume, with a ſhort Preamble of Prayer, immedi- 
ately to fall to Character-making, to an expoſing of his 
Neighbor with all the Arguments that Paſſion and Prejudice. 
can ſuggeſt to him, is ſo deteſtable an Entertainment in the- 


Church, that I know of nothing like it, but that of the Fews John xe. 31. 


taking up Stones in the Temple to flingat Chrif. For all 
this Declaiming is really nothing better than - Flinging of 
Stones, *tis to knock down their Neighbor, and break his 
Head. And thoſe who will but look back; and fee how ma- 
ny Heads have been broker by theſe kind of Szozes, flung out 
of the Pulpit, will eaſily be of my mind. Such as this how- 
ever may be tollerable in a Rable, who are ſuppos'd to know: 
no better, and whoſe Complements are to Shout, Revile and 
Abuſe : But to hear this from Scholars, from Gown-mer, from 
the Clergy, from. the Pulpits, is a moſt abſurd Prophanation, 
and. molt unworthy eſpecially of-thoſe who pretend to a'Re- 
formation, \ 0h 
| I cannot therefore but adviſe all ſorts of Preachers, in caſe- 
they fear their Congregation may be fſeiz'd with Doubts, and 
tempted to leave their Communion, that. they would ſeek 
other ſorts of Arguments to Secure and Settie-them. For- 
however theſe kind of Ungentile Satyrs, may perhaps rid- 
them of a great many Unealigellzs, and Scruples and —_ | 
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of Conſcience;yet I cannot think the methodto be Apoſtolical. 
*T would certainly be more according to the Spirit of the Goſ- 
pel, to preach nothing but Goſpel Truths, to be Meck, and 
eAoderate, and Peaceable ; toipread no Calumnies, inculcate 
no Falſities, to exaggerate nothing, to M/conſirue nothing, 
to make go Falſe I1nferences, and Half- Deſcriptions ;, and as 
not. to encourage or connive at Vice, ſo neither to practiſe it 
in the way of Preaching againſt it. *Tis very ridiculous to 
ſee a Man doing the very thing he condemns ; to hear a Man 
Pronouncing Sentence againſt Equivocating and Lying, with an 
E£quivocation or Lie in his Mouth : To hear another condemn- 
Ing _—_— and at the {ſame time inſpiring his Auditory with 
Blood and Revenge : To hear a Third. reproving ſome Prin- 
Ciples to be the Do&rin of Devils, with ſuch Arguments, as 
Tequire the Aſſiſtance of a Fiend at the Elbow. Theſe, I ſay, 
and ſuch like, are very ridiculous ; and therefore I look upon 
It more becoming all Pretenders tothe Goſpel, to avoid all 
ſuch indireCt and unjuſt Meatis. If they have any thing to ſay 
againſt the DoCtrins or PraCtices of their Neighbors, let 'em 
doit as becomes Chriſtians. Honeſty and Plain-dealing are 
commendable every where, and moſt of all in the Pulpit ; and 
amongſt all ſorts of Cheats, there are none worſe than the 
Pulpit-Cheat. : 

If the Paps/t's Religion be judg'd to be Falſe and Errone- 
ous, the way to ſhew it, would be to produce their Avow'd 
and Receiv'd DoCtrins, and prove them to be contrary to 
Scripture, and to the Praftice of the Primitive Church ; this 
done without Paſſion and /ndiref+ Means, would not be unjuſt 
nor ſo offenſive : but why ſhould Falſe things and ſuch Do- 
Erins as they Diſavow , be laid to their Charge ? Why 
ſhould it be poſitively aſſerted in the Palpits, 

1. That the different Orders amongſt them, are ſo many Sefts, 
and nothing but Fanatics pack'd up in Convents. 

2. That the Sacrament with them is a Real, Propitiatory, but 
wot a Repreſentative Sacrifice. eAnd that Chriſts Body ts really 
broken, his Blood Attually ſpilt on their Altars. 


3. That in Tranſubftantiation , they renounce all their Five 
Fences, 


4. That 
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4. That the Pope in his Chair cannot Err, if he would; and 
all others, without his eAſſiſtance, cannot but Err. 

5. That they propheſy in an Unknown Tongue, 

6. That they a no other uſe of Confeſſion, than what pro- 
feſs'd Drunkards do of Vomiting. 

7. That their Saints are Canoniz'd for Treaſons , deteſtable 
Villanies, as a Reward of Strife, and every Evil Work, 

8. That they Pray to a Cricifix, as well as to Chriſt himſef , 
and attribute a4 much Satisfattyon to it, as to the Blood of their 
Reatemer, 

g. That Confeſſion tends to the Debauching both Laity and 
Clergy. 

54 That every thing #s eMeritorious with them, that is for 
the Church's Intereſt. 

11. That they change Scripture into Legends, the Sacraments 
into Shews, Preach Purgatory inſtead of Repentance, and Fattion 
inſtead of Faith, | 

12. That to be Falſe and Deceitful , is to become worthy of 
Heaven. 


13. That ſometimes with Money they Compound with Heaven, 


for their unfor ſaken Sins. 

14. That if the Pope and his Emiſſaries ſay the Right-Hand is 
the Left, the Papiſts are bound to believe it. ' 

Is. That no Man can be a Papiſt, but be whoſe Eyes are 
blinded by Education, or he who puts out bis Eyes by Atheiſm. 

16. That they pray unto Images for Pardon of their Sins. 

17.. That the Paſſion of Chriſt takes away only the Guilt of 
Mortal Sins, not their eternal Puniſhment. 

18. That the bare Sayirg of Prayers, without minding what 
they ſay, are acceptable to God. | 

19. That they appear before God in their Churches Dumb and 
Senſleſs like an Idol. Scan 

20. That they avowedly allow, what God poſitively forbids. 
21. That to Confeſs and be Abſoly/d, 1 ſufficient for the For- 
giveneſs of Sins, tho there be no Sorrow for the Sins at all, but 
only for the Penance. | | 

22. That an Indulgence or Pope's Pardon, purchasd with Mo- 
zey, ſerves mith them 1nſtead of Sanfification and a Godly Life. 

23. That Auricular Confeſſion 1s the means whereby the Cler- 
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gy work their Plots and Projetts, "tis a matter of mere Intereſt, 
and were there no Gain in it, their Chief Champions would be 
aſbam'd of it. 

24. T bat they are bound to vow Ignorance under the ſevereſt 
Penalties. 

25. That their avon'd Principles, are to keeprhe People in 1g- 
norance. 

26. That they teach their People better Manners, than to rely 
upon the all-ſuffrcient Merits of Chrift. | | 

27. That their Clergy muſt live a ſingle Life, whether hone- 
ſly or 'n0, it makes no matter. | 

28. That the Reaſon why they muſt live ſingly, #s for fear , 
left having Wives and Children, they ſhould give the State Security 
of their Obedience to their Sovereign, &Cc, 

Why ſhould theſe things, I fay, be fo poſitively charg'd 
againſt them from the Pulpits ? *Tis certain the Papiſts diſ- 
own theſe DoCtrins, and Preach againſt them as much as 
thoſe very Doors who appear ſo zealous to condemn them. 
If the Repreſenter had but read ſuch Sermons as theſe, he need- 
ed not have look'd farther, to have made good his Charge of 
Miſrepreſenting. The moſt that can be faid of theſe Poinrs, is, 
that fome of them are Aiſtakes of the Preachers ; others Ex- 
aggerations ;, others Inferences from ſome ſ-ple Author, or 
ſome Abuſe in PraCticez others abſolute Falfries, and wick- 
ed. Calnmnies, And which of all theſe forts of Arguments 
are fit for the Pulpit ? Tis certain whatſoever is deliver'd 
thence, ought to be weigh'd with the greateft Caution and 
ExaCtneſs poſſible , becauſe *tis deliver'd with the Bible in 
Hand, which is little leſs than Swearing with the Hand up- 
on the Bible ; *tis accepted by the People as the Word of 
God and Truth ; 'tis fuppos'd to be their Duty, and in the 
Service of God. And now if inſtead of all this, ſtakes, Weak, 
Inferences, Peeviſh Exaggerations, Falſities and Calummies are 
advancd , and as poſitively laid down, as the very Scri- 

ure ; Good God! what an Abuſe both of the Place, the 

ime, the Funition and the Flock,! what a Wrong to Neigh- 
bors., whilſt they are moft unjuſtly traduced, made contem- 
Ptible and ſcandalous ! And what a Diſturbance to the Na- 
ton, whilſt Animoſities are created and fomented —_— 
| s! 
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jects ! And the Pulpir (I am aſhan'd: to fay it ) become 
the Fountain of theſe Miſchiefs both to b5onl and Body. Is 
not this to turn, the Seat of the Goſpel, into a Chazr of Pe« 
fiilence ? This is ſo Viſible and Great an Abomination both 
before God and Man, That I hope there's no need of Areu. 
ments to lay it open ; 'tis tobe hop'd, that nonethat takes 
up the Goſpel, will ſo lay by his Coreyerve at the fame time, 
as to fall into theſe Unchriſtian Extravagances, For, to ſay 
all in a Word, I think, He that will accuſe his Neighbor 
falſly in the Pulpit, may with the ſame Conſcience do the 
like at the Bar : The latter may be more Infamous ; but 
the former is the Greater Crime. 


|—_— — 


Fourth Caution. 


H AT when Preachers pretend to refute the Tenets of 

any other Church , they would: forbear all Seurrility, 

Prophaneneſs , Irrevereat Expreſſions and Comical Declametions ,, 

which do not at all ſuit with the Subject of Relrgion, and are 

no where ſo abſurd as in the Pulpit. And therefore if in the 

Confuting ſome Doftrins or Practices of the Catholics, any 
Minifter ſhould deliver himfelf after this manner : 


Pilgrimages, going Barefoot,Hair Shirts and Whips, 


with other ſuch Goſpel Artillery, are their only Helps jr: the cor: 
to Devotion.—It ſeems that with them a Man ſomes. = chrifcburch 
times cannot be a Penitent, unleſs he alſo turn Vaga- 9 2-200: 


bond, and Foots it to Fern/alem.——He that thinks to 
expiate a Sin by going Bare-foot, do's the Penance of 


.a Gooſe, and only makes one Folly the atonemertt of 


another. Paul indeed was ſcourg'd and beaten by the 


\ Jews; but we never read, that he beat or ſcourg'd 


himſelf: and if they think his keeping under his Body 
importsſo much, they muſt firſt prove, that the Body 
cannot be kept under by a vertuous Mind, and that 

F 2 the 
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the Mind cannot be made vertuous, but by a 
Sconrge ; and conſequently, that Thongs and Whip- 
cord are Means of Grace, and Things neceflary to Sal. 
vation. Thetruth is, if Mens Religion lies no.deeper 
than their Skin, it is poſſible they may ſcourge them- 
ſelves into very great Improvements. —But they will 
find that Bodily Exerciſe touches not the Soul ; —and 
conſequently hes in this whole Courſe they are like 
\ Men out of the Way ; let them Slaſh on never ſo faſt, 
they are not at all the nearer to their Fourneys end. And 
4 37 howſoever they deceive themſelves and others, they 
37 may as well expect to bring a Cartas a Soul to Heaven 
3 by ſuch Means. | 
Dr. Fowler Oy thus, What ſay you to the Popiſh DoQtin of the 
ms ny Sacrifice of the Maſs ? ——According to this DoCtrin, 
I 3: "02, 4ug. 7. our Bleſſed Savior muſt ſtill to the end of the World 
bY 1681. be laid hold on by Sinners, be ground with their 
3$+ Teeth, and ſent down into their __ Paunches, as 
often as the Prieſt ſhall pronounce t 


is Charm, Hoc eff 


3 IM enim Corpus meum : and it ſeems that he was a falſe | 
IK Prophet, when he ſaid upon the Croſs, 1: is finiſhed, 


'F' ſeeing there was ſuch an infinit deal of Loarhſoms 
. | Drudgery ſtill to be undergone. 

EL. B. E. before Or thus. For Purgatory, *tis not material in it ſelf, 

720 the Lords K whether it be, or where it be, no more than the World 

7 Nove5:397% inthe Moon ; but fo long as that falſe Fire ſerves to 

4 maintain a true one, and his Holineſs's Kitchin ſmoaks 


with the Rents he receives for releaſing Souls from 
thence, which never came there, it concerns him and 
his to ſee to it, that it be not ſuffer*d to go out. 


If any Miniſter, I ſay, in Confuting the Do&trins or Pra- 
Ctices of the Carholics, ſhould deliver himſelf in this manner, 
*twould be a thing very unbecoming the Pulpir : becauſe all 
things that concern Religion, ought to be treated witha cer- 
tain 
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tain Xodeſty, Gravity and, Decorum; Every Miniſter ſhould 
bear in mind, that. as he is diſtinguiſhed from other Ranks 
of Mankind, by the 24odefty and Decencyiof his Habit ; ſohe 
ſhould be careful, that the ſame Good 2wualities appear in 
the Performance of every Part of his Duty ; and that every 
Atfion ſhould ſpeak as plainly his CharaCtter, as the Habit he 
wears. Upon this ſcore it is, that as it would bevery ſcandalons, 
to ſee Mmiſters Habited like/Men of other Stations, of the 
Street, of the Court, of the Stage ; ſo is it as ridiculaus, to 
hear them in their Prlpirs, under ſhew of expounding the 
Goſpel, fall into all the Scurrility of the Stage, the Propha- 
zeſs of the Mobile, and the Drolling of Petty Declamators. 'Tis 
certain, no Men love to be laugh'd out of their Religion. 
And eventhoſe who have made choice of the Wrong,yet through 
Miſtake are fo faſtn'd to it, that whoſoever turns their Wor- 
ſhip or Belief to ridicule, ſhall moſt certainly raiſe their Ani- 
moſlity , and make them Peeviſh, but never win them from 
their Error. For who can be pleas'd to ſee that which is 
moſt Dear to them, abusd, and treated in Pulpits with the 
rudeneſs of the Sreets ? If any Churchmen have fo much 
Charity, as to labor for the recovery of ſuch, whom they 
judge to be in Error, they ought to deal with them with 
all the Moderation imaginable, open their Wounds with a 
tender Hand : For as Compaſſion ſoftens. and heals, ſo Rough- 
neſs and Inhumanity ſerve only to gall and increaſe the 
9ore. 

When Men have done their beſt to ſecure their Salvation 
in the choice of Religion , and having ſearch'd the Scriptures, 
examin'd Antiquity and Fathers, aud amongſt other Points 
of their Faith. take the Real Preſence, for Inſtance, for a Chri- 
ſtian Truth ; 'tis certain they muſt have a Reſpect for the 
Myſtery, and adore the Goodneſs of God, who is wonder- 
ful in all his Works. And when they are thus affected, how 
muſt it move them, to hear this ſcoff*d and mockd at under 
the Irreligious and Prophane Ferms , of Legerdemain, Hocus 
Pocus, a Trick, a Cheat, a Drudgery for Chriſt, &c. Can any 
thing appear to them more unworthy of a Chriſtian Sprit, 
than this ſort of barbarous Logic ; than this inhuman and 
enflaming Eloquence ? To ſee things moſt Sacred thus daub'd 
over 
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-over with Pulpit Dirt and Mire, far beyond all the Pro 
nation of BelſhazZar, who only drank out of the Sacred Veſ- 
ſels of the Temple, but never ſo vilifi'd them, as to expoſe 
them to the Contempt of the Aobile { But the Scriptures are 
Fude, Yerſe © be fulfilld ; theſe aſſure us there ſhall come Adockers in the 
13, 19. laſt time : and the next verſe tells us who they are, Theſe 
be they, who Separate themſebves, Senſual, baving not the Spirit: 
For tho' A4rchacl, as 'tis obſervd by. St. Fade in Diſputin 
even with' the Devil, brought no Kazting Accuſation again 
. him 3 yet theſe ſort of Men, ſhall both &ail and Blaſpheme ; 
O_ Mark, being to Speak, evil on thoſe m_ which 
8. a. b.to wt w mot, Hl auten » unque quidem ignorant , blaſphe- 
bs __ As therefore Previeige defire to a. no ſhare in This 
Charafter, I think 'tis conventent they ſhould be careful to 
avoid all kind of contemptuous and mocking RefleCtions up- 
on the Religion of their Neighbor ; treating all parties with 
a becoming Modeſty ; and as not to approve of Errors, which 
ſoever they.be, ſo neither to forget themſelves while they 
undertake to refute them. Let all Mockery and Drolling be 
left to the Srage, and a decent Gravity be obſerv'd in the 
Pulpits. 


; Fifth Caution. 


HAT, if any Preacher ſhould in his Sermon peeviſhly 

laſh out againſt the Religion of his Prince, he would be 
careful not to dedicate ſuch a Sermon to his Prince, whoſe 
Religion he has expos'd 'as Infamous and Ridiculous, And 
therefore if any Doctor ſhould in the heat of his Zeal in this 
or the like manner inveigh againſt the Church of Rome, 


D: BW. As to the Guiltof the Former, z. e. of the Church of 
tare fy Rome, whom in the Parallel I here call 1/7ae/, will not 
reach'd Fan. © 9 v.66 . 

30. 168%. but their Uſurp'd Supremacy, {0 contrary to the Doftrin of 
Publiſy4 after- Chriſt, Mat. 20. 25. and afterwards their pretended 
wards,and De- # oY | . TT C 

dicared 1o King Inf allability, the only Prerogative of Heavens Crown, 
JamesII. pas. taken in to juſtifie that and every other Uſurpation 
mm "1 | whatever 
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whatever, too too nearly reſemble the . Apoſtacy of 
I/rael? And what have theſe Calves of Dan and Berkel 
_ (to follow the Alfauſion) ever ſince bleated out, but the 
Excommunicating, Depoſing and Extirpating of Prin- 
ces, and Hell and Damnation to all, who would not 
joyn with them in the Holy Cheat ? The ill Conſe- 
nces whereof, have been felt no-where more than 
in theſe Kingdoms, whereof we are ; witneſs the Sla- 
very in which (p.27.) Prince and vo_—_ for ſo many 
Ages together were held by it ; and when the Yoke 
was caſt off, what Plots, Conſpiracies and Treaſons. 
were ſtill hatching by thoſe of that Communion ? So- 
notorious, ſo hateful were their PraQtices,till at length 
all that befel the Nation, was ſuſpeRted to ariſe from 
thence; ſo general was the Odium of that Name, that 
like a common Thief, every Felony, by whomſoever 
committed, is charg'd upon them, &c. 


If any DoCtor, I ſay, ſhould in thismanner inveigh againſt 
the Church of Rome, the Preacher ought to be careful,when 
he Prints his Sermon, not to-dedicate it to his Sovereign, a . 
Member of that Communion. For certainly, a Sermon that 
accaſes the Church and Religion of Catholirs, of Tyramy, 
Uſurpation, Cheating, of being Hateful and Odious, do's not 
ſeem very. fit for the Patronag of a Catholic Xing. I think 
there can be no greater Afﬀont, than for a Preacher thusto 
expoſe his Prince's Religjou arndet all the fratefinl Forms that 
can be, atd then to defire/his Prince's Proxetion for the Infa- 
my he has caft ypon it. This is juſt: as if he ſhould fay to 
him, Lay /ir pleaſe {yo Majeſty, 1 hane iAbus'd. and Ridicul d 
your Hale: hind your back, tq- your Subjetts ;- and.uow I am 
come to do it over again before your Face,. and I expett you ſhall 
upbold mein it. What greater piece of Confidence and Pre- 

umption can there be than this ? Tis a thing not to be ven- 
tur'd oh to 2 Sabjeff, tho? but of a middle Rank; For who: 
is there fo Phlegmatic amongſt them-all; that can hearhis Re- 
ligion derided and 'renderd:ofi cus, andthink = | 
F. 
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by the 4buſe ? I am confident at leaſt, there's no Preacher 
whatſoever, would take it for a Complement, to have his 
People and - Perſwaſion made Contemptible in Print, and 
then to have a Preſent: made to him of the Satyr. . What a 
Raſhneſs then mult it needs be, to do this to a Prince ? Is it 
to be thought, he has not as much Kindneſs for his Religion, 
as any Gown-man for his ? Can he ſpend ſo many Hours in 
Prayer, be ſo exemplary pious in his Devotions, and ſo exact 
in all Obſervances of his Church, and after all take it kindly 
to ſee his Church vilifh'd and contemn'd ? At leaſt can it 
enter into the Heart of any Rational Man, That a Prince 
who has hazarded Three Kingdoms: for his Religion, ſhould 
be welcom'd to his Crown withthe Preſent of a Sermon, in 
which his Religion is thus expos'd to the Scorn of all his Sub- 
jects ? Certainly none can be ſo abſurdly ſtupid. I hope _ 
therefore there's no neceſſity of enforcing this Caution 
with any farther Arguments, the improbability of the At- 
tempt making that needleſs. 

Neither would it be a Piece of much better Manners, if a 
Prince of the Catholic Communion being come to the Crown, 
and having call'd a Parliament. to Settle the Aﬀairs of the 
Nation, a Doctor of another Communion. ſhould in theſe 


Terms Hold forth to the Members of the Lower Houſe. 


Dr. Sherlock 
80 the Com- 
mons, May 25, 
1685. pag. 
31, 32. 


To conclude, I would deſire you to obſerve, That 
"tis a Church-of-England Loyalty I perſuade you. to 
T HIS our King Approves, Commends, Relies on, 
as a Try*d and Experienc'd Loyalty, which has Suffer'd 
with its Prince, but never yet Rebell'd againſt him ; 
A Logalty upon firm and ſteddy Principles, and with- 
out Reſerve.' And therefore to. keep us true to our 
Prince,” we muſt be true'to our Church, and to our Re- 
lizion. It is no AQ of Loyalty, 'to Accommodate or 
Complement away our Re/zgion, and its Legal Secu- 
ritics ; for if we change our Religion, we mult change 
the Principles of our-Zoza/ty roo, and I am ſure, the 


King and the Crown: will gain nothing by that ow 
-—. ee 


- 4s 


the Charch of England. 
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there is no Laſting and Immoveable Loyalty as that of 
I deny not, but ſome who 
are Papiſts, in tome JunEures of Aﬀairs, may, and 
have been very Loyal; but, I am ſure, the Popiſh Rel. 
gion is not ; the Engliſhmaz may be Loyal, but not the 
Papiſt ; And yet there can be no ſecurity of thoſe 
Men's Loyalry, whoſe Religion in any Caſe teaches 
them to Rebel. | 


If any Doctor ſhould Hold-forth, I fay, in theſe terms, 
*twould not be a piece of the beſt Manners ; becauſe there can 
be no greater rudeneſs in the world, than for a Miniſter thus 
abuſively to refle&t upon his Prizce, and to tell his Szbjetts, 
that they have a Sovereign, whoſe Religion teaches to Rebel, 
What greater affront can there poſlibly be offer'd to a Crow#'d 
Head, than to be thus vilely expos'd to his own Subjects, and 
by a Subje& too? *Tis certain, to a Generom and Noble-hearted 
Prince, who knows how to value his Word, and makes conſci- 
cnce.of his Duty, nothing can be more diſpleafing, than to 
hear of Falſe-beartedneſs, Treachery and: Diſloyalty ; to hear of 
it, I ſay, even in Subjects, muſt of neceſſity be odiousto him : 
And what muſt it be, when his own Sbje&s are aſſur'd from 
the Pulpit, that even He himſelf profelles a Religion, which 
encourages Diſloyalty, 2nd in ſome caſes even teaches to Rebel! ? 
Can a Prince who has an Abhorrence to Treachery and Diſ- 
loyalty, be pleas'd to hear that what he ſo much deteſts in 
others, is found in the Religio he nouriſhes within his own 
Breaſt? Certainly, next to the ſtriking at his Crowfl, as nos 
thing can be more Diſreſpe&tful, ſo nothing can be more Of- 
fenſive than this. Beſides, muſt not a Prince be very ſenſible 
of ſuch kind of Aockery in Preaching, whilſt his Subjects are 
encourag'd to be Loyal, but with an Argument in the cloſe, 
which is enough' to blow-a Trumpet to Rebellion: For what 
more powerful Argument to il|-deſigning Men, than to have 
this Aſſurance of the Religion of the Prince ? 

And then again, when a Prince has calPd a Parliament, ig 
order to a ſettlement. of the'Afﬀairs of the Nation, what 4 
kind of good Subject muſt HhEbe, in this manner ſets =_ 
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felf to raiſe an averſion in the Hearts of this Aſſembly againſt 
their Prince, by expoſing his Religion under fo vile a Chara- 
Cter, that *tis impoſlible, where. the Charge is believ'd to be 
True, to entertain very kind Thoughts for any that is a Pro- 
teſſor of ſuch unnatural Principles? *Tis well known, that 
when a Prince and Parliament meet, *tis the Sovereign's deſire. 
there ſhould be a mutual good Underſtanding between himſelf 
and that Council ; and that none can more affront the Prince, 
{than to raiſe Jealouſies in their Heads, and diſturb their Minds 
with Foul 1dea's touching Himſelf and his Religion : What 
need then of further Arguments to diſcourage ſuch kind of 
Preaching ; ſince, however it may ſound big of being Loyal and 
True to the King, it do's notwithſtanding worke the quite con- 
trary Effect, and even anſwer the Wiſhes of the moſt wicked. 
Enemies of the Crown? f: 

In this manner it injures Him as Sowere/gnz. and were there 
Nothing of this in it ; yet mult it be very unwelcom to him, ta 

hearſuch a Character of the Subjetts of his own Communion, that. 
| there can bexo Security in their Loyalty ;, ſince being. but newly 
come to the Crown, he cannot but remember, that 'tis but a. 
little time ſince he was a Subject himſelf, And how near this 
comes to his own Perſe, let every one conſider. I meddle here 
nothing with the Controverſie ;, but I believe, that all Honeſt 
Men, that know how hearty a Lover this our Sovereign is of. 
Loyalty and Fidelity, and how Sincere in his 'Rel:gion, need no, 
other Argument toconclude him a Calumniator, who has thus 
Aſpers'd his Religion, and ſet it forth as Diſloyal, and teaching 
to Rebel : Since ; it 7cally were ſo, whoſoever profeſs'd a Love 
to it, and Loyalty together, mult. of neceſſity be a D:ſſembler 
on the one Side or the other ; there being no poſlibility of be- 
og heartily Loyal, and yet be 1rue-to a Church, which teaches to: 
Rebel, | | | | 

All that remains, here worthy of.Conſideration, is, whether, 
it be Wiſe or Mannerly for Preachers, to make their Prixce's 
Rehgion Odious and Contemptible to his Subjetts, tho' they make. 
no Dedications of it, or do not Preach it to a Parlzament- Houſe ?. 
The Reaſons for the Doubt are theſe: |, W 

\ 2. Becauſe it do's not look like;the. part of a | good Subjeft,. 

to undervalue his Prince to his own Reople. And yet he that 
L s | inveighs 


ag 3. *L x Ps , - 6 : —_—— , 
Sus = < —- © of _ / . 
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inveighs againſt his Religion, ſeems to do ſo.: For when ſuch 
and ſuch Points of his Faith are painted out and condemn'd 
as Ridiculous, IN onſenſe, Prophane, Impious, the Effetts of Mad- 

neſs, full of Comradittions, contrary to Senſe and Reaſon, Charms, 
Hocus-pocus, Cheats, groſs Idolatry, worſe and more Unnatural 
than that of Barbarians and Pagans. Are not all theſe moſt ſe- 
vere Refleftions upon his Senſe, his Fudgment and Reaſon ? 
Whilſt He being ſuppos'd to approve and embrace all thoſe 
Tenets, that are ſtampt with thele Ignominious and Unworthy 
1 itles, is at the ſame time ſuppos'd not to know thedifference 
between Senſe and Nonſenſe, Reaſon and Contradittions, Fudg- 
ment and Madneſs, Chriſtianity and 1dolatryz and eſpecially 
when after theſe Black Characters this Concluſion brings up, 
Theſe things are ſo Plain, that any Man of Senſe, any Child may 
ſee it. Is not this within one Step of ranking all of that Com- 
munion in the Liſt of Madmen or Fools? It leaves 'em all, at 
teaſt, at the Mercy of the. Congregation, by their 1zferring 
Faculty, to make what they pleaſe of them. 

2. Becauſe ſuch a way of Preaching Reflefts upon the G0- 
ernment of their Sovereign, The Reaſon is evident z becauſe 
when They ſet forth the Religion of their Prince, as teaching 
and encouraging Uſurpation, Tyranny, Maſſacres, all ſorts of 
Cruelty and Treachery, of introducing Slavery, and making 
no Conſcience of any thing that is for the Intereſt of Mother- 
Church : This certainly fills the Subjefts with Fears and Fea- 
loufies, makes them uneaſie under ſuch a Government, and in- 
diſpoſes them for giving a hearty Service toſuch a Prince, who, 
they are made to fear, intends nothing better for them, than -. 
Violence and Slavery. Whoſoever conſiders the Temper of this 
Nation, how ſuſceptible the People are of Fears, how jealous 
of their Liberty, how credulous at the Noiſe of Plots and De- 
ſigns; cannot but know, how far a Hint or ſly Inſinuation will. 
go with them ; and that one /zzuendo, that touches upon the. 
right String, will ſet them more ina Ferment, than open Dan- 
ger willdo any other Nation in the World. 'Tis ſtrange, how 
{enſibly the Noiſe of a Cloud, or a Storm, or aSnake in the Grafs, . 
works upon them, tho' in the Quiet of a general Calm. To- 
talk to them of Patience, Non-reſiſtance, of being ready to ſuffer 
all that God ſhall permit for their Sins, 1s to fill their Heads with: 
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